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rites report on potential 
tino community 


Murphy saves the 


_ Pitcher Brian Murphy pulled the 
disadvantage to force a 15-3 win in the sixth inning in a state 
tournament game against Mass Bay Comm. College May 9. 


See story, page 18 
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Knights out of a 3-run 


12Arts 


Get inside the dancers 
studio with a profile of the 


anes EREgsident 


Community College 


Irate professor 
disrupts Hartleb’s 


meeting 


Claims college 
mishandled security 


issue with student 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


During the President’s general 
staff meeting last week, Monday, 
May 2, Divya Taylor, an eight-year 
adjunct faculty member, shocked 
faculty, staff and administration with 
her bold plea for answers and justifi- 
cation regarding an incident that 
occurred over a year ago. Taylor, an 
instructor for developmental math, 
took a lengthy ten minutes to 
announce and publicize her case to 
try to gain support from colleagues 
and to argue how the administration 
is lacking in enforcing policies for 
teachers’ safety and disruptive 
behavior in the classroom. 

“T have a problem with how a sit- 
uation was dealt. I was pressed in 
the arm by an electric razor by a stu- 
dent and I find the college’s response 
rather disturbing,” Taylor explained 
referring to an incident that occurred 
in October of 2003. 

At this point in the meeting, Vice 
President of Academic Affairs Paul 


Bevilacqua held the podium as he 
was going over a review of Northern 
Essex’s accreditations from the New 
England Association of Schools and 
Colleges, (NEASC), report. This 
report is used as a tool for education- 
al institutions through the process of 
self-evaluation and peer-review 
using the association’s goals to work 
on improving the quality of the 
school in order to receive its accred- 
itation. 

‘According to the standards on 
the NEASC website, NECC must 
establish and publicize “clear poli- 
cies ensuring institutional integrity. 
Included among them are appropri- 
ate policies and procedures for the 
fair resolution of grievances brought 
by faculty, staff, or students.” 

Taylor believed her argument 
was relevant to the NEASC report 
and brought up her concern after 
Bevilacqua invited any comments or 
questions. 

Taylor said, “The procedure was 
not appropriate” regarding the way 
administration handled her case. 

“T believe that we [the manage- 
ment] handled things perfectly in the 
way we dealt with the student. As a 


See Angered Professor page 6 


Senate illegally attacks MassPIRG 


Governing body 
over-rides student 
referendum in vote 


By DusTINLuca .- 
News Editor 

& JESSICA DEMARCO 
Contributing Reporter 


The Student Senate invited 
members of activist group 
MassPIRG to a meeting Wednesday 
May 4, where the decision was made 
in an illegal executive session to 
revoke MassPIRG's affiliation with 
Northern Essex Community 
College. 

At the public portion of the 


meeting, members of the Student 
Senate aggressively spoke out 
against MassPIRG. Following the 
discussion, the Senate abruptly 
entered into executive session, a 
move normally made by governing 
bodies to discuss matters in private 
without the presence of reporters or 
an audience. The executive session, 
which removed the presence of 
MassPIRG and all reporters from the 
meeting, was illegal according to 
Massachusetts General Laws c. 39, 
§§ 23A, 23B & 23C, also known as 
the “Open Meeting Laws.” 

In the executive session, the 
Senate further questioned the benefit 
of MassPIRG's influence at 
Northern Essex without their pres- 
ence and ran a secret vote to deter- 


mine if MassPIRG should remain on 
campus or not, according to Student 


Senate Parliamentarian — Robert 
Cook. 
“We talked about funding, 


whether MassPIRG is fit for NECC 
or not and if they were worth having 
[at NECC] with their past track 
record,” said Cook. 

Following the meeting, most 
members of the Student Senate 
questioned about the vote refused to 
comment on it or its outcome. 

Coordinator of Student 
Activities and Student Senate 
Faculty Advisor Dina Brown stated 
that the results of the vote were 
“unofficial” and could not be 
revealed without the consent of 
MassPIRG. One Senator, however, 


did speak of the outcome. 

“We voted against keeping 
MassPIRG,” said Michael Carr, vice 
president of the Student Senate on 
the Lawrence campus. “We did not 
feel it was the right fit for NECC... I 
support a good organization, but I do 
not agree with how they were run.” 

According to the Open Meeting 
Laws, there are only nine legitimate 
purposes that can be declared for a 
governmental body, which includes 
federally funded governing bodies 
within public schools, to enter an 
executive session: 


o Discussion of Reputation, 


Character or Physical Condition 

o To Consider Discipline, 
Dismissal, or Complaints Against a 
Public Officer, Employee, Staff 


Member or Individual 

o Litigation Strategy 
Collective Bargaining 

o Security Personnel or Devices 

o Investigation or Charges of 
Criminal Misconduct or Discussion 
of Filing of Criminal Complaints 

o Discussion of Purchase, 
Exchange, Lease or Value of Real 
Property 

o Compliance with General or 
Special Law, or Federal Grant-in- 
Aid Requirements 

o Preliminary Screening of 
Employment Applicants 

o To Meet or Confer With a 
Mediator 


and 


See Senate votes page 8 
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Group VS. group; 
goodbye MassPirg? 


Not only is the college cutting 
programs that benefit students but 
also now a student oriented club is 
cutting an extra-curricular activity 
that proves very beneficial to the stu- 
dents as well as the environment 
around us. MassPIRG has been 
voted to be discontinued on the 
Northern Essex campus, or so the 
Student Senate wishes to vote the 


group off. 
During a Student Senate meeting 
Wednesday, May 4 _ where 


MassPIRG was present, the Student 
Senate went into executive session 
and refused to teli those present at 
the meeting the outcome, but the 
impression that was left was that 
MassPIRG will no longer be a part 
of NECC. 

MassPIRG has done nothing but 
positive projects that involve many 
active students. 

Dina Brown, the advisor for 
Student Senate as well as the 
Coordinator for Student Activities, 
was the main influencer during the 
Student Senate meeting. Brown has 
emphasized that MassPIRG has 
proven to be more useless than use- 
ful on the campus, as she blatantly 
ignores the efforts of the students in 
this group. 

MassPIRG has had a tough repu- 


tation on this campus for many years 
as the group’s organizers have been 
constantly rotating. For instance, at 
the beginning of the year, the 
MassPIRG coordinator was David 
Spore, “a person that the students 
really related to,” said Dina Brown 
in a previous issue. 

Now, in the spring semester after 
David Spore was let go by the 
MassPIRG management off-campus, 
Jess Thomson fills his shoes and is 
now faced with expulsion from the 
school by the Student Senate. 

The group’s presence at the 
school has been in question before 
but not because they were found as 
useless. 

Administrators should step up on 
the action to try to stop the deletion 
of this group. Many faculty mem- 
bers have had many good things to 
say about MassPIRG because it gets 
the students involved in many ea:th- 
ly issues and makes them productive 
with in their society. 

“The group does a great job get- 
ting students involved,” said 
Professor Arthur Barlas in a previous 
article about MassPIRG. 

The school’s legitimacy is lack- 
ing and the word will get around that 
the quality of NECC that was once 
praised is now diminishing. 

The Student Senate is withhold- 
ing the result of the executive ses- 
sion which was illegal, meaning that 
there is still a chance for MassPIRG 
to still be a part of Northern Essex. 
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Do you think organizations that 
promote hate and racism should be 
protected by freedom 
of speech laws? 


Patrick Kelly, Liberal Arts—Music 


No I don’t think the freedom of 
speech law should be used as an 
excuse or loophole to promote hate 
or racism. 


Stephanie Sims, Nursing 


If they are known to promote racism 
or hate, then no, they shouldn’t be. 


Kathy Moyes, Professor/student 


No because the world is a rough 
enough place without making it 
worse. 


Photos/Interviews by Brenda Bolduc 


Wanda Rivera, Criminal Justice 


No, speech that promotes violence 
and hatred should not be protected. 
In the First Amendment speech that 
promotes violence is not protected 
under the freedom of speech laws. 


Eliezer Ruiz, General Studies 


That’s a tough one, but yes they 
should. It is written in the 
Constitution that everyone should 
have freedom of speech no matter 
what group they are from. 


Daniell Pina, Physics 


No, they shouldn’t be protected 
because that type of hatred creates a 
terrorist group. 


yt 4+ 
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NECC professors have no confidence 
in Administration’s judgment 


Dear Editor, 


In recent years, NECC has lost 
many senior faculty and professional 
staff to retirement. Many of us have 
therefore served on search commit- 
tees to hire new full-time colleagues, 
and although these committees 
require man-hours and hard work, 
they have also been a source of inspi- 
ration and pleasure. We have usually 
had fine candidates, and when we 
have made the difficult choices 
among many highly qualified appli- 
cants, we have had the satisfaction of 
seeing the excellence of our retired 
friends replaced by the excellence 
and commitment of our new friends. 

This year we are losing some of 
those newer colleagues, not of their 
own volition but through manage- 
ment decisions. Under our contract, 
these non-renewals are entirely legit- 


We know how quickly our reputation 


as a terrible place to work can spread: 
the best new candidates will be looking 


elsewhere. 


imate, and no reasons need by given 
for them. But many of us who 
helped to hire these folks and have 
worked closely with them during 
their time here find these decisions 
frighteningly inexplicable. While it 
is perfectly true that we cannot be 
privy to everything that has gone into 
management’s decision-making, we 
do know a great deal about these col- 
leagues, including their dedication to 


students, their planning for their 
classrooms, and their often extensive 
contributions to the college beyond 
their classroom teaching and advis- 
ing. 

When everything that we do 
know suggest that NECC should be 
doing whatever it can to retain and 
reward these colleagues, we find it 
very hard to see any wisdom or jus- 
tice in the administration’s actions. 


We want the administration to know 
tnat we do NOT trust their judgment, 
based on all the evidence available to 
us, and that we see these decisions as 
sacrificing NECC’s future. We can- 
not imagine what exactly is required 
for success here, we are concerned 
about our remaining untenured col- 
leagues, and we feel dismayed at the 
prospect of devoting time and energy 
to hiring other excellent professional 
colleagues only to see them discard- 
ed after what appears to have been 
satisfactory —or even outstanding— 
-service. And we know how quickly 
our reputation as a terrible_place to 
work can spread: we believe the best 
new candidates will be looking else- 
where. 

To the colleagues we won’t be 
seeing next year, we salute you and 
thank you for your many contribu- 
tions here. 

To the administration: be aware 


that you are working with many facul- 
ty and professional staff who have NO 
CONFIDENCE in your judgment. 


Priscilla B Bellairs 
Geoge Medelinskas 
Gerard Morin 
Cynthia J. Crivaro 
Joseph T. LeBlanc 
Ginger urajt 

Alan Hislop 
Sandra DeVellis 
Jane Thiefels 
Elaine Mawhinney 
James Sullivan 
Susan E. Sanders 
Joanna S. Forna 
Diane Gori 

Vic Motz 

Tom White 

Russ Gouveia 
Mark Palermo 
Frank Desarro 


NECC Student Senate carelessly 
trying to vote out MassPIRG 


Dear Editor 


On Wednesday, May 4, in extra 
session the Student Senate, under the 
direction of Student Activities, sud- 
denly took up the question of 
whether NECC’s MassPIRG chapter 
should continue to exist at the col- 
lege. Strictly speaking, that issue is 
outside the purview of the Senate 
because the participation of students 
in MassPIRG is subject to a biennial 
vote by the student body, but let’s 
leave that point aside for now. The 
larger point is that after a mere twen- 
ty minutes of testimony by members, 
advisors of the club, and other guests, 
the Senators cut off further debate 
and hastily moved into executive ses- 
sion in order to take a vote on this 
issue. 

The Student Senate rushed to the 
vote without knowing all of the facts 
relative to the work and funding of 
the Massachusetts Public Interest 
Research Group chapter on campus. 
Indeed, some members of the Senate 
indicated that they were not interest- 
ed in hearing the full story regarding 
MassPIRG-NECC. Guests at the 
video-facilitated meeting found it 
unbelievable that the Senate would 
move to a vote without at least one 
full hearing to which the college 


A college degree is not a sign that one is.a finished product but an indica- 
tion a person is prepared for life. 
— Reverend Edward A. Malloy 


Education is the ability to listen to almost anything without losing your tem- 


per or your self-confidence. 
— Robert Frost 


America believes in education: the average professor earns more money in 


community had been invited. We 
question whether the MassPIRG 
issue was even on the original agen- 
da for this budget meeting. 
MassPIRG student members, 
under the guidance of a young pro- 
fessional organizer, work on a variety 
of issues during the semester, includ- 
ing raising civic awareness, working 
for environmental protection and 
related legislation, and serving local 
agencies dealing with hunger and 
homelessness. Students who are 
directly involved develop leadership, 
advocacy, and grassroots organizing 
skills. It is our understanding that the 


dents to vote. 

Collected $900 worth of canned 
goods and non-perishable foods for 
Emmaus House, and raised $180 for 
tsunami victims. 

Organized over 50 students to 
contact their national and state repre- 
sentatives re: various issues, includ- 
ing homelessness and energy effi- 
ciency. 

Collected over 200 signatures for 
the state’s Energy Efficiency bill, as 
well as writing 25 letters to legisla- 
tors. Met with local legislators on 
this issue. 

Working with NECC administra- 


ieee... 


Guests at the meeting found it unbelievable 
that the Senate would move to a vote without 
at least one full hearing to which the college 


community had been invited. 


first MassPIRG chapter at NECC 
was initiated in 1972. 
During the past year, members of 
MassPIRG at NECC have: 
Registered over 400 NECC stu- 


a year than a professional athlete earns in a whole week. 


— Evan Esar 


A university is what a college becomes when the faculty loses interest in 


students. 
— John Ciardi 


Education's purpose is to replace an empty mind with an open one. 


— Malcolm Forbes 


tion, have provided Recycling educa- 
tion, materials, and help to the col- 
lege community, including the pio- 
neering of can/bottle recycling and 
the provision of Recycling 


Guidelines in English for all offices 
and in Spanish for custodial staff. 

Cooperated with the 
Contemporary Affairs Club to gather 
signatures on a petition for a new 
traffic light at the junction of Rt. 495 
off-ramp and Rt. 110 near the college 

Been granted “club” status by the 
NECC Student Senate. 

Though students have consistent- 
ly voted (once every two years) to 
fund a MassPIRG chapter at NECC 
by a waivable fee of $7 per student 
per semester, a high percent of stu- 
dents (who may not receive a paper 
tuition bill through the mail) never 
see in print the option of 
paying the $7, which results 
in a low percent of the total 
student body actually pay- 
ing the $7 fee. 

Other community col- 
leges have solved this prob- 
lem by making sure that all 
students actually have the 
option of contributing the $7 
OR of waiving the fee. 
Thus, in other similar col- 
leges, such as Middlesex 
and North Shore, 35 percent to 65 
percent of the students are funding 
their MassPIRG chapters through the 
$7 fee, while only 3 percent or 4 per- 
cent of NECC students actually pay 


How to submit a 


the fee. This technicality seems to 
affect students on financial aid more 
than others who do not receive finan- 
cial aid. In addition, it is important 
for everyone to realize that the 
MassPIRG chapter does not receive 
any monetary support from Student 
Activities for materials/supplies used 
for their activities. Expenses for 
materials always come out of mem- 
bers’ pockets. 

Since NECC students have voted 
to have a MassPIRG chapter on cam- 
pus, every effort should be made by 
the Administration to facilitate the 
decision of individual students as to 
whether or not they will each support 
the chapter by paying the $7 fee. 

We urge the college community 
to move beyond the power play 
against MassPIRG and focus on what 
makes this campus well-rounded and 
relevant to today’s world. We have 
no axe to grind. We simply urge that 
decisions made by the student body 
be respected and implemented, 
including the decision to have a 
chapter of MassPIRG at NECC as 
one of the many educational activi- 
ties available to students. 


Christine Lindstrom 
MASSPIRG Campus Program 
Director 


letter to the Observer 


The ( Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication may be submitted 
via email, mail or by dropping off your eter in our newsroom, located in Rm. C222 in the 


All letaes: antist be signed and include a phone number for verification. Email submissions 
should include “Letter to Editor in the subject line or risk not being received by the Observer 


email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass. 
ee sure to include “ 


But if you must use paper: 


tter to Editor” in subject line.) 


Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliott St., Haverhill, MA 01830 
While the Observer heey to a all letters, we reserve the right to edit or reject those 


received. 
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What's a bug to do with no mouth? | 


By DustTIN LuCA 
News Editor 


Too many 
people are tak- 
ing too many 
things for 
granted. Most 
of us pass our 
days complain- 
ing about what- 
ever problems 
are facing us 
instead of being 
thankful that we haven’t been given 
much greater problems, like this one. 

Somebody told me recently that 
the mayfly, a small little insect that 
looks hideously deformed, only lives 
for one day. I was shocked to hear 
this, and immediately demanded an 
explanation from my mother for why 
this happens. It was then that I was 
told the shocking truth: mayflies 


have no mouths. This is not a joke. 

It is so hard to imagine that the 
single thing a mayfly does in the 24 
hours of its lifespan is have crazed 
sex with any other mayfly it sees. 
After 24 hours, the mayfly dies of 
starvation, leaving on a legacy of 
children who will live for 24 hours. 
Many of these offspring will spend 
their entire lives having crazed sex, 
while others will live a life of creep- 
ing people like me out. This is not a 
very productive way of life, no pun 
intended. 

Think about what it would be 
like to not have a mouth. You would- 
n’t be able to talk. You wouldn’t be 
able to spit off of the tops of build- 
ings (and I’m not saying that 
mayflies have a deep-seated desire to 
spit off of the tops of buildings. I’m 
only suggesting it). You wouldn’t be 
able to eat cookies. Think about it— 
mayflies can’t even eat cookies! 

This is another perfectly clear 


example of how much of a horrible 
person Mother Nature really is. I 
think that we, the junk food capital of 
the world, should take charge and 
make it so mayflies near and far can 
live a little. 

What we need is a huge amount 
of feeding tubes with little pouches 


deserve something to look forward to 
besides crazed sex with other 
mayflies. 

But then what will we do with 
the tons of mayflies that don’t die 
off? Luckily, I put a lot of thought 
into this while I should have been 
studying for finals, and because of 


The single thing a Mayfly does in the 


twenty-four hours of its lifespan is have 
crazed sex with any other Mayfly it 


sees. 


of liquidated cookie crumbs. Now 
that spring is in full swing, a large 
number of lives are at stake. We 
need to act fast, for these mayflies 


that, I have come prepared with the 
best possible suggestion on what we 
should do with our eventual over- 
abundance of mayflies. 


My greatest suggestion is that we 
use them as pets. You know, kind of 
like sea monkeys, except far more 
pathetic. We could have little glass 
cages equipped with swampy water, 
automated liquidated cookie crumb 
refill stations (sold separately, batter- 
ies not included) and a running 
wheel, just for good measure. Most 
kids will love them. 

And after however many hours 
or days the mayfly will live, when it 
gets to be old and senile and it starts 
complaining a lot about social securi- 
ty, all you have to do to shut it up is 
remove its feeding tube. After that, it 
will die in 24 hours. 

Clearly, this is a win-win situa- 
tion for both sides. The mayfly will 
get a lovely extension added on to its 
life, and we will have a great deal of 
fun at its expense. I personally can’t 
get over the thought of a mayfly star- 
ing at a running wheel, wondering 
what to do next. 


Using Iraqis to train U.S soldiers 
free 8 


Some soldiers come out of the training 
center mentally disturbed because it 


New realistic training 
for U.S. Soldiers 


By SHAWNDY L. DARCEY 
Contributing Reporter 


- ing Iraqis from 
all over the 
ountry $220 a 
day, plus room 
and board, just 
to be themselves. About 250 Iraqis 


and Kurds have moved to the Joint 
Readiness Training Center at Fort 
Polk, Louisiana to help train U.S. 
soldiers before heading in to war in 
Iraq. ; 

The imported Iraqis occupy the 
fictitious province of Talatha, and are 
being paid to act like they would at 
home. 

Their purpose is to introduce sol- 
diers to the Iraqi way of life. 

“I’ve heard rumors that some sol- 
diers come out of the field with there 
mentally disturbed because it seemed 
so real” explained Brent Dantagnon, 
a 24-year-old soldier who just 
returned from his second tour of duty 
in Iraq. 

Dantagnon did his training at the 
Joint Readiness Training Center in 


seemed So real. 


-Brent Dantagnon 


Fort Polk. : 

“They call this section of Fort 
Polk The Box, because it’s so differ- 
ent when you’re in there,” said 
Dantagnon. 

Besides the imported Iraqis, 
Talatha is also occupied by another 


1,000 role-players who live near Fort 
Polk who are soldiers assigned to the 
base. Both soldiers and role-players 
work 12 hour days acting out situa- 
tions that might occur when in Iraq. 
U.S. soldiers fire laser beams at 
“msurgents” who are wearing special 


sensors. 

This investment by the US. 
Army is designed to save the lives of 
soldiers by giving them an idea of 
what to expect. 

After training in the facility, the 
soldiers have been introduced to the 
Arabic language and the fighting 
techniques of the Iraqis. Is it enough 
to give soldiers the confidence and 
strength they need in a hostile envi- 
ronment? 

Dantagnon is optimistic but 
weary. “I do think this type of train- 
ing is good, but there is no way to 
really prepare yourself for the real 
thing.” 


A sobering look at what today’s talk show 
hosts might say about the strike of 1912 


By MARK PALERMO 
Guest Columnist 


Long before Democrats started 
wearing expensive suits and repre- 
senting the values of Hollywood, 
when factory workers lived in crowd- 
ed firetraps and worked in unbeliev- 
ably wretched conditions, there was 
the Lawrence Strike of 1912- a 
demand for “bread and roses.” 

An area physician at that time, 
Dr. Elizabeth Shapleigh, reported, “A 
considerable number of the boys and 
girls (who work in Lawrence’s mills) 
die within the first two or three years 
after beginning work . . . 36 out of 
every 100 of all the men and women 
who work in the mill die before or by 
the time they are 25 years of age.” 

The headstrong president of the 
American Woolen Company, William 
Wood, who would years later take his 
own life on a golf course, became 
locked in a battle of wills with the 
International Workers of the World. 
All of which got me thinking about an 
interesting scenario. 

What if today’s radio talk show 
hosts had been around in 1912? What 
would they have said about the strike 
if they had been on the air then? How 
would they have covered it? For 
starters, let’s imagine a few of today’s 


most popular talk show hosts. 

Howie “the Cur” (master of thin- 
ly veiled anti-immigrant vitriol): 
responding to one of his irate callers 
who reported seeing an immigrant 
woman go through a soup line three 
times. You know, caller, this is typi- 
cal. What else can you expect from 


the detestable liberals again. First 
they stirred up people up over slavery, 
a legally recognized institution, and 
now they foment trouble in the mills. 

These strikers need a lesson about 
“God and Country.” Give them 24 
hours to go back to their machines; If 
they refuse, then I say we burn them 


TT Se 


When factory workers lived in crowded 
firetraps and worked in unbelievably 


wretched conditions, 


a Lawrence 


Strike began in 1912 


“these people from Lawrence?” 

Scam the system as _ usual, 
whether it’s insurance fraud, bootleg- 
ging, or getting more than their fair 
share of soup. Striking for higher 
wages? Let them go back where they 
came from and get that kind of 
money. Personally, I think 6 bucks a 
week is a darn good pay for these 
people. Some Harvard football play- 
ers and guys from the taverns in 
Boston ought to go up there to 
Lawrence and knock some sense into 
“these people.” 

Ann “the Cruel Nun” Coulter: It’s 


out of their tenements, hold public 
executions by guillotine and firing 
squad, take their children away and 
convert them into Presbytarians. 
Rush Windbag: (unabashed 
manipulator and master hypocrite). 
“Well folks, here you have yet anoth- 
er example of socialism. These immi- 
grants agreed to these wages. The 
American Woolen Company can set 
any wage it wants as long as it’s legal. 
And William Wood is a fine man. (I 
was golfing with him just last week). 
The strikers can quit their jobs any 
time they want and form their own 


international textile conglomerate. 

Jerry (accounts receivable) 
Fallwell: The authority of the men 
who run American Woolen Company 
has come down from the Lord, The 
Lord is displeased with the strikers, 
who are godless anarchists and com- 
munists. We have a culture war here. 
Help fight it by sending me your tax 
deductible contribution. 

Savage Nation: We should put 
‘em all on rafts with a compass and a 
flask of water and send this ragged, 
garlic eating, America-hating horde 
of sub-human vermin back to the 
stinking hovels and ghettos of 
Europe. 

Pat “the hellfire stoker” 
Robertson: The unfortunate, but nec- 
essary murders and clubbings of the 
men and women on the picket lines 
are God’s collective retribution for 
the sin of homosexual inversion that 
is sweeping this country. Sexual vice 
must be stopped before it gets out of 
hand. 

Alan “Sacher-Masoch” 
Dershowitz : Torture is justified here. 
Women police officers should be spe- 
cially trained to sexually abuse the 
men strikers. Torture performed by 
women is more humiliating and 
hence, more effective in breaking the 
spirit of the strike. We need not con- 
cern ourselves with troublesome 


questions of morality or ethical stan- 
dards. Those who oppose my view- 
point are merely “self-hating 
Americans.” 

Billy “the Enabler” Graham: I 
once had a dream where it was 
revealed by the Lord that the immi- 
grants must go back to their machines 
and be grateful for the generous bene- 
factions of industry. They must desist 
from the treachery and subterfuge of 
the Wobbly, anarchist and communist 
agitators. 

These sons of perdition and 
calumny shall have no place in God’s 
kingdom. So take heed. Their irrev- 
erence and disobedience to the 
authorities is an abomination unto the 
Lord. 

The Bible sanctifies the dignity of 
work, which is ennobling and makes 
one worthy of eternal salvation. Trust 
in the authorities for they would 
never lie to you. Return to your 
looms, for God cannot love you when 
you are in a state of sin. It says so in 
the Bible, which is the word of God. 
How do I know? Because God said 
so; it’s right here in the Bible. So do 
as you’re told... 


Mark Palermo is an NECC faculty 


member in the ESL department. 
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White supremacists failing to 


spread their ignorance and hatred 


Remembering WWII 
and the death of over 
6 million Jews 


By BRENDA BOLDUC 
Opinion Editor 


Sunday, 
May 8, 2005 
a memorial 


and 
suffering of 
over 6 mil- 
lion Jews 


during World War II. 

What should have been a time 
of mourning and reflection of such 
horrible injustices done to not only 
the Jewish race, but humanity dur- 
ing that war was interrupted by 
white supremacists, which I refer to 
as a disease that traveled from 
Arkansas. 

This group of ignorant, racist, 
diseased young people were met 
with strong protest from the intelli- 
gent citizens of Boston, so much so 
that the Boston police had to protect 
these low-lifes from being torn 
apart and harmed. 


My question is this, why should 
we be giving these destructive, evil 
human beings any protection at all? 
I am a firm believer of freedom of 
speech, but there is a certain line 
that shouldn’t be crossed and that is 
when certain people are preaching 
hatred and racism. If they want to 
preach their ignorance and hatred to 
the public, then they should have to 
deal with the consequences without 
the protection of any police depart- 
ment. 

These white supremacists are 
trying to say that the murder of 6 
million Jews during the war didn’t 
happen. This comment alone shows 
their stupidity and lack of knowl- 
edge. If they truly believe this, then 
how can they explain the disappear- 
ance of over 6 million Jews? Do 
they think they were taken by alien 
spaceships? I wonder if they know 
how narrow minded and uneducated 
they appear to the rest of the coun- 
try. 

The Jews were persecuted by 
the Nazi regime led by Adolf Hitler 
because of their race. Jewish fami- 
lies were ripped from their homes, 
striped of all their possessions and 
dignity, and then forced into trains 
to be taken to prison camps run by 
the German Nazis all over Europe. 
Families were separated, children 
taken from their parents, husbands 
from their wives. Entire genera- 


tions of Jewish families were wiped 
off the face of the earth. German 
officers decided who lived and who 
died in an instant. 

The Jews were loaded like cattle 
onto trains and taken to certain Nazi 
camps. The destinations of some of 
these trains were to work camps, 
others held were the unfortunate 
Jews condemned to death. They 
were taken to what was referred to 
as death camps, where millions of 


used 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, and the ashes of the dead 
coming from the chimneys were so 
massive that some days it appeared 
to be snowing outside. 

It’s been 60 years since what is 
now called the Holocaust occurred. 
May 8, 1945 World War II came to 
an end. People celebrated all over 
the world. But those cries of joy 
would quickly be replaced with 
tears of shock, sadness and horror 


The right of freedom of speech is to 
spread knowledge, not hatred. 


men, women, and children were 
gassed, shot, tortured and even 
burned alive in huge ovens. 

The lucky that were allowed to 
live worked as slaves in the labor 
camps, they suffered starvation, 
endured torture, disease, and were 
even used for inhumane medical 
experiments. The Jews were mur- 
dered at such fast rates that if they 
weren’t able to cremate all of them 
in the incinerators, the dead bodies 
were stacked on top of each other in 
mass graves and then buried. 

Jewish prisoners have described 
these massive incinerators being 
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when the news of unbelievable suf- 
fering and death of the Jews began 
to reach the outside world. 

The accounts of deplorable 
conditions of the surviving Jews 
held in Nazi prison camps spread 
like wild fire from the soldiers 
involved in liberating the prisoners. 
The atrocities the soldiers saw when 
they reached the camps were some 
of the worst conditions and treat- 
ment of human beings they had ever 
witnessed while fighting the war or 


- experienced in their lives. Many of 


them broke down and wept, they 
couldn’t believe the horror they 


S l 500 ta oe 
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were witnessing and hearing from 
the remaining survivors left to die. 
A sight many of them would never 
be able to erase from their memo- 
ries for the rest of their lives. 

Their accounts and photos of 
what they witnessed opened the 
world’s eyes of the barbaric crimes 
against humanity. The survivors’ 
accounts of torture, loss of life, the 
vicious murder of entire families 
and near annihilation of the Jewish 
race will be a constant reminder of 
one of the most horrific times in 
human history. 

This country had a great battle 
over the injustices of slavery and 
racism to form a new America. 
This world has come a long way 
since those dark times of the Civil 
War and World War II. Racism and 
ignorance shouldn’t be allowed to 
spread by the diseased minds of a 
few white supremacists by saying 
it’s okay because it’s their right of 
freedom of speech. That’s where I 
strongly disagree and feel the peo- 
ple preaching hate and racism need 
to be stopped by making this kind 
of thinking and talk a crime against 
humanity; the right of freedom of 
speech is to spread knowledge, not 


_ hatred. 


We know as intelligent human 
beings that hatred and prejudice 
will only lead to the complete 
destruction of humanity. 
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Angered professor wants resolution 


Continued from Page I 


faculty member she had the 
right to drop the student from the 
class and she wouldn’t do it. The 
student withdrew. We followed all 
the appropriate procedures,” said 
Bevilacqua said in a phone inter- 
view. 

During the meeting Taylor went 
on with the consecutive events of 
her incident to argue that the policy 
is lacking enforcement. 

“After reported to security, the 
shaver was immediately returned to 
the student and he was allowed to 
go around campus with it.” 

The alleged student was said to 
be angry because he could not 
understand Taylor’s accent, which 
erupted into this incident, according 
to Professor Paul Bamberger. 

Taylor also mentioned the 
actions taken by an administrator 
and she expressed her disbelief and 
utter disappointment in the way she 
handled her situation. 

“Patty McDermott [an adminis- 
trator from the Developmental 
Education Department] came in 
while I was teaching and suggested 
to the student that he apologize and 
get it over with, humiliating me in 
front of the student and then she 
dismissed me,” Taylor said. 

McDermott refused to comment 
on this matter. 

Taylor also received an email 
from Glen Beal, a security guard on 
campus to whom she reported the 
incident, reading, “careful it does 
not come back to you,” after Taylor 
inquired about reporting the inci- 


dent to the police. Beal’s email also 
stated, “this buzz device is not a 
cutting device...there is no reason to 
further discuss it.” 

“I find it threatening that some- 
thing could come back to me, what 
does he mean?” Taylor asked. 

Beal was also the security per- 
son who returned the shaver back to 
the student, according to Taylor. 

Taylor did report this incident to 
the Haverhill police and inquired 
about charge that applies to her 
incident. 

“T believe the correct charge 
you are looking for is assault and 
Battery by means of a Dangerous 
Weapon, TO WIT: an electric razor. 
This is a felony charge because of 
the weapon involved,” said Captain 
Alan J. Ratte of the Haverhill Police 
Department in an email to Taylor. 

Taylor was also upset because 
she said received $200 from the col- 
lege as a form of settlement. 

“The school offered me $200 to 
silence me,” Taylor exclaimed. 

Bevilacqua also stated that he 
had “no knowledge of the $200.” 

Bevilacqua patiently listened to 
Taylor’s re-cap and then replied, 
“There was no implication of 
silencing you...there are other 
forums where this issued should be 
discussed...I gave you uninterrupted 
speech time.” 

Disagreeing with Taylor, 
Bevilacqua believed that her argu- 
ment should have been discussed in 
a more appropriate setting. 

“If she had a question about a 
certain policy she should have 
brought it to the Student Affairs 


Committee. This was not the place, 
there are other forums,” Bevilacqua 
said during the interview. 

Taylor stressed that she did not 
want her argument to go behind 
closed doors and that she wanted 
her story to be made public stating 
that “everyone needs to know the 
policy.” 

Nita Lamborghini, the assistant 
dean of college life and healthy liv- 
ing stood up during the meeting and 
said, “I was involved in the issue 
and now is not the time nor place 
for this discussion. You aired your 
issue for the past ten minutes. [The 
alleged student] did it in high 
school and got away with it...,” 
unable to finish her sentence as she 
was cut off by more of Taylor’s 
argument. 

Meanwhile, faculty and staff 
got up and walked out of the audito- 
rium. The faculty in Lawrence, 
projected on the wall by Smart cam, 
urged to adjourn the meeting, which 
Bevilacqua explained was the 
President’s decision to adjourn. 

“She abused her privilege. I 
didn’t want to shut down her opin- 
ion but she should have been cour- 
teous enough to back down. She 
had the support of her colleagues 
but as she continued they left and 
she lost them. I gave her due 
respect, then I had to move on,” 
said Bevilacqua. 

He tried to resume the meeting 
reverting the discussion back to the 
NEASC report and regain the atten- 
tion of the audience as a security 
guard came into the auditorium and 
observed the commotion. 


_ “They’re sending in a security 
guard now,” Taylor exclaimed. 

According to Beal a person 
leaving the meeting went to a secu- 
rity guard working at a cross walk 
in the parking lot and told him of 
the situation in E-155 where the 
meeting was held. 

_ “J was very surprised to hear 
about this meeting but the security 
guard found no need to be there. He 
just saw a disagreement and left. 
This is now an on-going police mat- 
ter and no other information can be 
disclosed,” said Beal. 

The original incident occurred 
over a year ago causing Beal to be 
surprised that this incident was still 
going on. ‘ 

“She has problems with every- 
body for some reason,” explained 
Beal. 

Faculty and staff continued to 
leave as they shut the door behind 
them. The hour long meeting 
quickly came to an end at 1 p.m. As 
teachers rushed to their one o’clock 
classes some stopped by Taylor to 
proclaim their condolences for her 
situation. 

“I am very sorry to hear about 
your painful experience...I appreci- 
ate you sharing it,” said Professor 
Sandra DeVellis. 

Paul Bamberger, a faculty mem- 
ber at NECC, was very upset at how 
things were handled through out the 
meeting and also with the teachers’ 
union’s lack of support for Taylor. 

“The union should be repri- 
manded. We should support her at 
the President’s meeting, screw the 
agenda. We just left her swinging 


by herself. She was courageous. 
Screw the President’s meeting,” 
Bamberger strongly expressed. 
“There was a disgusting, unfair 
response. There’s no union now, we 
should have stood up for her. The 
union accepted the $200 buy-off.” 

English Professor Joe LeBlanc 
also commended Taylor on her 
courage as well as bringing up her 
incident in a timely manner as the 
NEASC report was being discussed. 

“She was on point with the 
NEASC report. The management is 
acting in poor judgment in her 
case.” LeBlanc said. 

Bamberger kept his argument 
strong. “This is outrageous. The 
faculty walked out and took the 
winds out of her sails.” . 

With the lack of support from 
the faculty and union Bamberger 
said that it “deflated her statement.” 

Taylor did as she planned to do 
before the meeting even began; she 
had made her situation public and 
got the attention of many including 
the administration. 

“People didn’t know what was 
going on and what happened. I am 
losing pay and work. ’monaleave ~ 
of absence and I can’t walk into this 
school. I’m sure [the upper man- 
agement] would like me to leave,” 
said Taylor. 

Taylor said that she bears no 
grudge upon the student but she is 
still in her grievance process and 
still on leave of absence from work 
as of six months ago. She is also 
under-going to mediation counsel- 
ing. 


Professor reports on Latino community 


Dr. Jorge Santiago co- 
authors report to 
exhibit latinos potential 
By Mary CLAIRE EDWARDS 
Contributing Reporter 


Jorge Santiago, Ph.D., director of 
the Institute for Community and 
Workforce Development and an 
associate professor at Northern 
Essex, has co-authored a report that 
outlines some of the problems that 
Latinos in this area are facing. 

“The Making — of 
Community: Latino’s in 
Lawrence, Massachusetts” 
was funded in part, by the 
US Department of 
Housing and Urban 
Development. Two years 
in the making, six scholars 
have researched and com- 
piled their own essays for 
problem such as health, 
education reform, housing 
and migration. 

“The report was writ- 
ten for both community 
leaders to have informa- 
tion about the needs, inter- 
ests, as well as assets in the 
Latino community,” Santiago said. 
“And for Latino’s themselves, to use 
this information to advocate for 
themselves in the community.” 

Santiago authored two essays in 
this report. One addresses specific 
problems that Latinos cope with in 
community and economic develop- 


ment in Lawrence. The second report 
outlines the problems in the Latino 
business community. 

Santiago, along with James 
Jennings, Ph.D., a professor of Urban 
and Environmental Policy and 
Planning at Tufts. University, wrote 
the introduction in the report. 

In this section, Santiago writes 
that NECC has the opportunity to 
work with residents, activists and 
local scholars in expanding its work 
and services with the Latino commu- 
nity. He would like the college to 
address the concerns of Latino stu- 
dents. 

“We’re looking for the college to 


The report was written for both 
community leaders to have information 


about the needs, interests, as well as 
assets into the Latin community. 


-Jorge Santiago, Ph.D 


get involved, at a deeper level, into 
the community,” Santiago said. He 
would like to see the administration 
understand the needs and concerns of 
the community and try and answer 
why it is that 

Latino students at NECC have 
such a poor track record, he 


explained. 

“For NECC to better understand 
why it is, here at Northern Essex, 
Latino students fare poorly in com- 
parison to other groups in terms of 
completion rates, retention rates, 
graduation rates,” Santiago said. 

Santiago fears that the college is 
losing a good amount of students to 
Cambridge College [in Lawrence] on 
the basis that it takes Latino students 
four to. seven years to complete an 


associate’s degree-at Northern Essex. 


Those years of education, if applied 
at Cambridge College, will yield a 
student a bachelor’s degree. 

Santiago said that what is hap- 
pening across 
the country is 
that communi- 
ty colleges are 
not addressing 
the needs of 
the communi- 
ty that come 
from the com- 
munity itself. 
He feels that 
not having 
classes that are 
taught in 
Spanish hin- 
ders the 
advancement 
of  Latino’s 
who do not fully understand the 
English language. 

“Many of us asked the college to 
look at different ways of educating 
and training Latino students, not in a 
traditional method or approach,” 
Santiago. said. “Many schools have 
experimented with teaching classes. 


in Spanish. 

Bare dace Uy aa 
Bevilacqua, Ed.D., § 
Vice-President and 
Dean of Academic 
Affairs at NECC, 
is not aware of any 
colleges that offer || 
courses that are | 
taught in Spanish. 

“I have not 
been given the 
names of the pro- 
grams [taught in 
Spanish], or how 
they are applied 
towards getting a 
dyes raceme, cr 
Bevilacqua said. 

There has been 
a major reorgani- 
zation of the 
English as a 
Second Language 
(ESL) program 
here over the past 
couple of years, he 
said. 

“The ESL program is geared to 
support people and prepare them for 
all programs,” Bevilacqua said. “We 
are trying to find ways to be more 
successful.” 

Santiago said that he would like 
NECC’s Life Long Learning pro- 
gram to replicate their more popula- 
tion presentations in Spanish, in 
Lawrence. 

“We need to make institutions, 
like NECC, understand that there is a 
role for them to play. It’s a role of 
leadership,” Santiago said. “Since 
they marshal a lot of resources and 


Lauren Carroll photo 


Professor Jorge Santiago, Ph.D, co- 
authored “The Making of Community: 
Latinos in Lawrence, Massachusetts.” 


have a great deal of legitimacy and 
political impact, they [need to] bro- 
ker with the Latino community what- 
ever initiative they’re planning that 
will impact the Latino community 
and hopefully, address the needs of 
the Latino community.” 

With this report, Santiago and the 
authors are hoping to stir up enough 
interest in the community as well as 
educate a lot of the grass roots com- 
munity leaders to advocate research 
on the problems. 
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A course for family 
communication 


For the fall semester the 
Learning Community is com- 
bining Marriage and the 
Family and Public courses for a 
total of six credits, The classes 
will be Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 10 - 12 p.m. 
The course will be taught by Cj 
Crivaro and Linda Desjardins. 


Harbor tour 
for a cure 


A three hour tour for a cure is 
a fundraiser for Stephen 
Paciulan’s Pan Mass Challenge 
tide for Jimmy Fund cancer 
research. The boat will be 
docked at Captain’s Fishing 
Parties and Harbor Cruises of 
shore of Plum Island, NBPT, 
Mass. The tickets are onsale for 
$25 if bought before June 23 and 
- $30 if bought after June 23. The 
cruise is Saturday, July 23 from 
6:45 - 10 p.m. 

The theme is Hawaiian 
Luauso dress the part. Also on 
the cruise will be a raffle, games 
and prizes, a DJ and hors d’o- 
evres. 

For more information call 
978-465-8002 or 978-270-0480. 


Register for the fall 
semester now 


The best thing for a college 
student is to register for classes 
early. Regstration for the fall 
semester has already begun. The 
earlier sudents register the better 
chance they have of geting the 
schedule they want. No money is 
needed unil August and ifstudents 
register before May 16 they are 
eligible to win a $100 Barnes and 
Noble gift certificate to help pay 
for next semesters books. Three 
winners will be chosen. 

To schedule an appointment 
with a faculty advisor, program 

| coordinator or the advising center 
call 978-556-3440. 


Northern Essex 
Brightside 


The 7th annual Northern 
Essex Brightside will be held at 
both campuses Friday, May 13 
from 9 - 11 a.m. and from 1 - 3 
p.m. 
Volunteers will be planting, 
pruning and gardening so dress 
accordingly. Volunteers are 
required to bring their own tools 
and gloves. For more information 
contact Linda Hudson at 978- 
556-3922 or email her at lhud- 
son@necc.mass.edu 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu_ Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Contract resubmitted; teachers 
await Governor’s decision 


Professors protest for 
contract now waiting 
on Governor S actions 


By KIM DEPIERO 
Contributing Reporter 


It’s decision time for the 
Governor and hand-wringing time 
for faculty and professional 
staff in community colleges 
across the Commonwealth. 
The still unfunded union 
contract extension, resub- 
mitted April 25, is once 
again in the hands of Gov. 
Mitt Romney. 

Whether the governor 
will endorse the contract at 
this go-around is uncertain. 
Felix Browne, press secre- 
tary for Romney, said little 
about the Governor’s posi- 
tion on the resubmitted con- 
tract extension. 

The matter is “currently 
under review,” said Browne. _ 

The contract’s history under the 
current administration is a wake of 
gubernatorial vetoes that have 
stymied its funding. Originally sub- 
mitted in November 2002 at the tail 
end of the Swift administration, the 
former Governor departed the State 
House leaving the contract exten- 
sion unsigned and thus incomplete 
according to The General Laws of 
Massachusetts. ” 

The state’s General Laws, 
specifically the process mandated 
for collective bargaining agree- 
ments, allow the Governor to be the 
gatekeeper to the legislative funding 
process; a point of contention for 
the Massachusetts Community 
College Council, the union repre- 
senting faculty and professional 
staff in the 15 community colleges 
statewide. 

Under current state law: a con- 


the apple. 


tract negotiated, agreed to, and 
endorsed by the MCCC and the 
Board of Higher Education, is sub- 
mitted directly to the Governor who 
is required to sign it before passage 
to the Legislature for funding is per- 
mitted. 

Northern Essex Community 
College English Professor and for- 
mer secretary of the MCCC, 
Priscilla Bellairs is critical of the 
process that has led to the current 


union quagmire. 

“If you [Romney] delegate peo- 
ple to do that for you [negotiate a 
contract] they should be able to 
guarantee that what they agree to 
will be funded. It is the Governor’s 
people, the Board of Higher 
Education who negotiated this. He 
appointed the BHE. Either they 
have the authority to do this or they 
don’t. 

“Tt seems to me that when two 
parties: management and union 
meet, fight it out and finally settle 
on terms, the idea that both of them 
then have to go off to some third and 
forth party, which is the Governor 
and the Legislature, and fight to get 
those terms in place; I mean what is 
management representing?” asked 
Bellairs. 

Vice President of the MCCC 
and NECC English Professor Joseph 


LeBlanc believes the Governor is 
using a technicality in the law to 
avoid funding a contract “negotiated 
in good faith,” that he has.a moral 
obligation to uphold. He explains 
the MCCC has known for a long 
time the contract is not valid as 
defined by law. 

So the law must be changed, 
said LeBlanc. 

“!The Governor] appoints the 
BHE. That’s one bite at the apple. 


—_—_—_—_————_64——__—__ 


[The Governor] appoints the BHE, that’s one bite of the 
apple. Then the contract goes to him, that’s another bite at 
Then it goes to the State Legislature. They 
approve it and then it goes to him again, so he gets a third 
bite. How many bites of the apple does the guy need? 


-Professor Joe LeBlanc 


Then the contract goes to him [the 
contract negotiated between MCCC 
and BHE], that’s another bite at the 
apple. Then it goes to the state 
Legislature. They approve it and 
then it goes to him again. So he gets 
a third bite. How many bites of the 
apple does the guy need?” asked 
LeBlanc. 

Amending the law to allow the 
Governor one less bite in the 
process, is the purpose of a bill filed 
by Rep. John F. Quinn (D-9th 
Bristol). The Quinn amendment, as 
it’s commonly called, seeks to 
amend Chapter 150E of the state’s 
General Laws. 

If the bill is enacted into law, 
future collective bargaining agree- 
ments will be submitted directly to 
the Legislature for potential fund- 
ing, thus bypassing the Governor 
who can currently thwart the 


process by withholding a signature. 
According to Legislative Director 
John Regan, a Quinn associate, the 
bill is currently scheduled for public 
hearing June 9. 

David Tenceza, an aide to Quinn, 
responding to inquiry about the 
bill’s reception in the Legislature 
said, “There are close to 45 sponsors 
who are willing to put their name on 
the bill to support it. It’s a good 
sign.” 

The signs 
continue close 
home. 
White t-shirts 
worn by the 
faculty and 
professional 
staff printed 
with the slo- 
gan, “Work to 
Rule,” have 
become a 
familiar sight 
in the corridors 
and classrooms 
at NECC. 

The t-shirts 
are a reminder 
that campus life will not be the same 
until the Governor upholds what the 
MCCC believes is his end of a bar- 
gain. 

Since that is yet to happen, there 
are other signs, frustration and 
sometimes irritation from students 
who feel trapped in the crosshairs of 
the union quagmire. Responding to 
Mark DeMeo’s opinion in the April 
27 NECC Observer that the union 
was passing their burden onto stu- 
dents by canceling student awards, 
Bellairs said, “I’m sorry. I think 
that we’ve just done a bad job on 
this campus publicizing what this 
means. Nobody is happy to be can- 
celing [student awards], and we 
know that it is damaging for stu- 
dents. But the ultimate damage is 
the school going south because of 
failure to fund working conditions 
in a way that’s tolerable.” 


Putting the last issue to bed 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


The NECC Observer has kept 
me very busy for the past year and a 
half with its deadlines, interviews 
and events to be covered. It has been 
very hectic but what a great experi- 
ence. I’m going to take with me 
when I leave a bunch of new friend- 
ships and great memories. Nashville 
will never be forgotten. As the edi- 
tor of the paper and the leader of a 
six-person staff, it has helped me 
evolve into a more educated person 
when dealing with real life in a work 
environment. 

Through my career as features 
editor in my first semester of the 
paper and a year of being the editor, 
Ihave had the pleasure of meeting so 
many people during my Observer 
commitment. It helps me to appreci- 
ate the work and effort the faculty, 
staff and administrators put into the 
school as well as the education of its 


students. 

But it is time to put my last issue 
of the Observer to bed and say good- 
night to my staff. The times we 
shared have been demanding but 
welcomed into a realm of new expe- 
riences that will forever stay with me 
throughout a career after college. 

I am transferring to Salem State 
College as a junior and starting in a 
new major of public relations. 
During my two years at Northern 
Essex I indulged myself in the major 
of journalism and broadcasting, 
which helped me tremendously in 
the newsroom. But a new direction 
is in the horizons for me. I hope to 
be a spokesperson, or the “public 
relations lady” of a big company 
where the press will come to me for 
stories. I like the press and the 
media and after these past two years 
I have developed a strong apprecia- 
tion for their work as reporters and 
broadcasters. It’s hard work! But 
nothing is ever easy especially say- 
ing goodbye to a group of people I 


put under 
my wing 
and the 
precious 
Observer 
that pro- 
vides the 
college 
with a 
wealth of | 
informa- 
tao ns 
includ- 
ing, my 
favorite, 
contro- 
versial 
issues. 


Kelly Fitzgerald photo 


Goodtimes in Nashville with Fashion Editor 


ae : Makeeba Fraser, Opinions Editor Brenda 


here 
done and 

I must be 

on my way, down another path in my 
life. Without NECC I would be 
stranded and left in a sea of confu- 
sion wondering what I should really 


is Bolduc, me and Arts Editor Kelly Fitzgerald. 


do with my life, so thank you NECC 
for being my stepping stone and a 
great guide in the right direction. 
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National News 


oo 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 
oe wR ies aaa eS 


Now grading your 
student writing: a 
computer 


COLUMBIA, Mo. (AP)— 
\Student essays always seem to be 
riddled with the same sorts of 
flaws. So sociology professor Ed 
Brent decided to hand the work off 
_ to a computer. 

Students in Brent's 
Introduction to Sociology course at 
the University of Missouri- 
Columbia now submit drafts 
through the SAGrader software he 
designed. It counts the number of 
points he wanted his students to 
include and analyzes how well con- 
cepts are explained. 

And within seconds, students 
have a score. 

It used to be the students who 
looked for shortcuts, shopping for 
papers online or pilfering parts of 
an assignment with a simple 
Google search. Now, teachers and 
professors are realizing that they, 
too, can tap technology for a facet 
of academia long reserved for a 
teacher alone with a red pen. 


Mothers testify they trust- 
ed Michael Jackson to 
sleep with their kids 


SANTA MARIA, Calif. 
(AP)—Two mothers testified at 
Michael Jackson's trial Friday that 
they trusted Jackson enough to let 
their sons sleep in his bed and 
were convinced that no molesta- 
tion ever occurred. 

“T've known Michael for a 
long time. I've spent many hours 
talking to him about everything. I 
feel like he's a member of my 
family. I trust him. I trust him with 
my children," said Joy Robson, 
whose 22-year-old son, Wade 
Robson, testified earlier that he 
was never molested by Jackson. 

Also praising Jackson was 
Marie Lisbeth Barnes, whose son, 
Brett Barnes, testified that nothing 
improper happened when he 
shared Jackson's bed. 

“T trusted him implicitly," she 
said of Jackson. ‘He's a very nice 
person. You just know when you 
can trust someone." 


College student indicted 
in $43 million bank scam 


NEW HAVEN, Conn. (AP)— 
A New York University student 
was charged with bank fraud after 
depositing $43 million in bogus 
cashier's checks into Swiss and 
American accounts and trying to 
withdraw the money, prosecutors 
said Friday. 

Hakan Yalincak, 21, also faces 
civil charges that he convinced 
two investors to sink $2.8 million 
into a nonexistent hedge fund and 
spent the money on luxury items 
and university donations. 

He wept in court as U.S. 
Magistrate Judge Joan Margolis 
ordered him jailed until a deten- 
tion hearing Thursday. “I have a 
graduation on Wednesday," 
Yalincak said. 


Senate votes to 


remove MassPIRG 


Continued from Page 1 


Prior to entering executive ses- 
sion, President Lisa Cincotta listed 
the reasons for entering into this 
private meeting: 

“What I want to do is... enter 
into an executive meeting for the 
MassPIRG assessment vote and 
budget,” said Cincotta. 

However, Due to the fact that 
the executive session did not con- 
form to one of the nine legitimate 
reasons to go into executive ses- 
sion, any votes done within the 
executive session are considered 
invalid according 


to the Open 
Meeting Laws. 
“This could 


not be any more 
frustrating,” said 


‘Jessica Thomson, 


the most recent 
campus coordina- 
tor for 
MassPIRG. 

Thomson was one of the guests 
forcibly removed from the Senate 
meeting as it entered executive ses- 
sion. 

“This could not be any more 
ridiculous. I do not know what this 
means for the future of MassPIRG 
on campus but it does not look 
good,” Thomson said. 

Additionally, any votes done 
within executive session must be 
revealed to the public upon request, 
only after a need for secrecy that 
justified the executive session still 
exists. 

According to Dina Brown, fac- 
ulty advisor to the Student Senate 
and coordinator of Student 
Activities, the results of the vote 
could not be released until 
MassPIRG knew of the outcome. 
As of Monday, May 9, no member 
of the Student Senate has contacted 
the student activist group regarding 
the outcome of the vote. 

“We are in complete shock,” 
said Kaori Kelts, assistant director 
of Admissions at Northern Essex 
and faculty advisor for MassPIRG, 
in regards to the Senate's actions at 
the meeting. Kelts also added that 
Brown never revealed the true 


nature of MassPIRG's requested 
presence at the meeting, despite 
claims made by Brown at the meet- 
ing suggesting otherwise. 

“We weren't given adequate 
time to prepare,” said Thomson. 
“We weren't given adequate time to 
speak for ourselves at the meet- 
ing... They don't have any power to 
go over the referendum that was 
voted last semester on campus by 
the students.” 

The actions of the Student 
Senate have sent a troubling distur- 
bance through the offices of 


is, 
6 C tified 


It was not the Senate’s intenetion to be » 


MassPIRG, where volunteers and 
representatives say they are still 
unclear of the reasons behind the 
Senate's actions. 

“The only time we heard of the 
matter going to the Senate was last 
Friday,” said Kelts. “She did not 
tell us why she was taking the mat- 
ter to the Senate... the Student 
Senate started to talk to Dina and 
she mentioned they were upset... 
one student mentioned they were 
upset because MassPIRG lobbied 
against traffic lights.” 

MassPIRG is currently running 
a campaign known as the “Energy 
Efficiency Bill,” where the inten- 
tion is to make common appliances 
more energy efficient to save tax 
dollars. The effort was confused, 
according to Kelts, with an effort 
being run by the Contemporary 
Affairs Club regarding the adding 
of a traffic light at a Route 495 off- 
ramp on Route 110. 

“T think they were thinking we 
were taking Contemporary Affairs’ 
thunder about the traffic light at 110 
and 495,” said Thomson. “But we 
clearly weren't.” 

Another complaint from the 
Student Senate was the optional $7 


donation offered with tuition pay- 
ment at Northern Essex. At the 
meeting, Senators argued the point 
behind the optional $7 fee that 
appears on tuition bills and also 
went on to accuse MassPIRG of 
accomplishing more “failures” than 
“successes” while at Northern 
Essex, a statement that brought 
harsh reactions out of attendees 
supporting MassPIRG. 

“On April 9, MassPIRG did the 
Hunger Cleanup. They got 15 stu- 
dents to raise over $500. If you see 


that as a failure, then you don't - 


know what success 
” said an uniden- 
professor 


ing. 
in violation of federal law. . Other ree 
C were quic to 

-Patrick Kelly respond with other 

Secretary, Student Senate _ feats accomplished 


by MassPIRG, 
including getting 
nearly 500 students to register for 
the 2004 Presidential Election, 
obtaining over 200 student signa- 
tures on the Energy Efficiency Bill 
and improving recycling support 
and interest at Northern Essex. 

Despite the accomplishments 
mentioned by MassPIRG, however, 
the Senate continued to focus on the 
problems. 

“It was not the Senate’s inten- 
tion to be in violation of federal 
law,” said Student Senate Secretary 
Patrick Kelly in a conversation over 
the Internet. “The Senate is not 
anti-MassPIRG in any way, but it is 
our job to determine what is best for 
the students of NECC.” 

The future of MassPIRG’s 
involvement at Northern Essexis, 
currently, up in the air with no clear 
outcome in sight. But until a legiti- 
mate decision is made, MassPIRG 
can do nothing more than wait. 

“We said we would like to go to 
the meeting to answer questions, 
but Dina never said anything about 
voting,” said Kelts. “We went, and 
then we found out we were in hot 
water... I was just amazed with how 
hostile they were with us. What did 
we do?” 


LOOKING TO START A CAREER? 

The HoneyBaked Ham Company, a nationwide gourmet food retailer, 
seeks ASSISTANT MANAGERS. No exp. Necessary. Starting salary 
$25,000-$30,000 (depending on location of store), Paid Training 
Program, Rapid Growth Potential, Bonus Programs, 401k/Profit 
Sharing, Health Insurance, Paid Vacation/Sick/Personal Days, No 
Sundays, No Nights (except Christmas/Easter weeks) great work 
environment! Fax resume, ATTN: Ted at 781.639.1086. 


THE 


y 
ifs. 


HONEYBAKED HAM 


attending the meet- 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports ~ 


Spate of terror attacks 
in Egypt 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP)—Until a 
month ago, President Hosni 
Mubarak could confidently boast 
of having rid Egypt of the scourge 
of Muslim militant terror. A dead- 
ly spree of attacks on April 7 and 
30 may have stripped the 
Egyptian leader of his bragging 
rights. 

In fact, some experts say, the 
attacks _ all in the heart of Cairo, 
include two suicide bombing and 
the first known attacks involving 
women _ could signal the start of 
a new wave of violence nearly a 
decade after authorities brutally 
put down a 1990s campaign of 
terror by Muslim militants seek- 
ing to bring down Mubarak's 
regime. 

Security officials said Sunday 
that Libya has extradited to Egypt 
a teenager, Mohammed Youssri 
Yassin, the only member of the 
terror cell allegedly responsible 
for the attacks who had been at 
large. 


Arab leaders seek 
global voice at first 
ever summit 


BRASILIA, Brazil (AP)—In a 
bid to counter the United States' 
global political and economic 
influence, ministers from 34 South 
American and Arab League states 
arrived Sunday in Brazil to lay the 
groundwork for the first summit 
between the two blocs. 

While the stated goal of the 
gathering is to boost economic ties, 
the summit will bring together 
leaders from countries that resent 
America's forceful hand in every- 
thing from regime changes to ram- 
pant globalization that critics say 
benefits only large multinational 
corporations. 

‘It's: important for these coun- 
tries to not be seen as being bullied 
by the West," said Princeton 
University's Amany Jamal, a 
Middle East political development 
expert. “‘What better way to do 
that than re-establish dominance 
on another front?" 


Prince Charles’ younger 
son Prince Harry begins 
military career 


LONDON (AP)}—The rebel- 
lious Prince Harry is not bucking 
one family tradition _ he began a 
military career Sunday at an elite 
British academy. 

‘I am really excited. I want to 
get on with it and do the best job I 
can do," the 20-year-old prince 
said in a statement. 

Prince Charles accompanied 
Harry to Sandhurst, chatting with 
army officials before giving him a 
playful punch in the arm as a 
farewell gesture. 

Military service runs in the 
family. Charles trained to be a pilot 
with the Royal Air Force, earning 
his wings in 1971, and also signed 
up to the Royal Navy. At one time 
he commanded the minesweeper 
HMS Bronington. 

Harry is third in line to the 
British throne behind his father 
and elder brother William. 
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International diversity at NECC 


Students from different 
countries experience 
American culture 


By SALLY RODRIGUEZ 
Contributing Reporter 


There are Aliens among us; how- 
ever, these ones do not come from 
another planet even though they are 
sometimes treated as if they were, as 
some have express. Our NECC 
aliens come from other countries 
around the world. They are students 
like you and me; they come to the 
United States for many different rea- 
sons to get an education, while at the 
same time dealing with the hardships 
of learning a new culture and lan- 
guage. 

Information given by Thomas 
Fallon, Dean of Planning and 
Research at NECC shows that in a 
school with more than 10,000 regis- 
tering every year only 29 percent of 
the student population are from dif- 
ferent ethnic backgrounds; to be 
exact 1,359 Hispanic; 133 Asian, and 
189 Black students. 

I avoid the term International 
student because the term is only used 
for “non-resident alien” this means 
students that come to school with a 
student visa. According to Fallon 
this group makes up less than 1 per- 
cent, exactly 56 students that come 
from countries like Argentina, 
Brazil, Colombia, Germany, 
Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Lebanon, 
Poland, Russia, Shri Lanka, Sierra 
Leone, South Korea, Sweden and 
Zimbabwe. ; 

“International Students come to 
NECC to get a very good education. 
I think this is a very good thing 
because it exposes students to differ- 
ent cultures and this is a very impor- 
tant part of an education,” said 


Fallon. 

To give you a sense of who these 
students are, their countries and cul- 
tures,some started at NECC as part 
of the English as a Second Language 
program and now are part of the reg- 
ular student body. 

I will introduce you to three dif- 
ferent people of many I interviewed, 
Magloire Alisma, Shashin Sharma, 
and Yackelin Velez. 

Magloire Alisma is from Petite 
Riviere de L’ Artibonite Haiti, locat- 
ed in a beautiful tropical island 
called the Island of la Isabella in the 
Caribbean Sea. He moved to 
America almost three years ago to 
live with his father a U.S. resident 
for the past 22 years. His father 
wanted Alisma to get his college 
degree here in order to better 
Alisma’s professional opportunities 
when he goes back home. Haiti is a 
country that is mostly known for its 
political conflicts and revolts, some- 
thing that, according to Alisma, is 
not what the country represents. 

“People in America think that 
Haiti is a bad country with a lot of 
political conflict and that everybody 
is poor and uneducated, something 
that is not true,” said Alisma. 

Alisma misses home and hopes 
to one day move back, even though 
he likes the U.S. He said the cultures 
are very different because here peo- 
ple just work and do not have time 
for their families. One of the things 
that has helped him adapt to his new 
world has been coming to school at 
NECC. He said the teachers are 
good and the ESL program has being 
very helpful through his adaptation. 

Alisma is part of Haiti’s small 
middle class and he says that his 
country is not poor. It’s rich in natur- 
al resources and it is beautiful and 
green the only problem is that there 
is not a good distribution of wealth. 
Haiti is a country were most of the 
wealth is own by five percent of the 
population and the pop- 
ulation does not want to 
nvest in the country. 

“You would see in 
my country a lot of the 
atest car models and a 
ot of mansions; most of 
he people that have 
money in Haiti prefer to 
send their money to a 
bank in another country 
han helping people and 
reating jobs in their 
own,” said Alisma. 

Alisma explains that 
nternational news have 
contributed to the mis- 


Sally Rodriguez photo Conceptions that many 


Magloire Alishma from Petite 
Riviere de L’Artibonite, Haiti 


people have about Haiti, 
making it look ugly and 
depressing something 


that has cost the country its tourism. 
Haiti has many beautiful cities like 
Jacmelville and Cap Haitian and 
amazing beaches like Mulim Sur 
Mer and Lester Beach; Haitians are 
very welcoming and respectful to 
foreigners and love America Alisma 
said. 

Shashin Sharma from India 
specifically from Bombay formerly 
known as Mumbai is the city of 
Maharashtra on the Indian west 
coast; is the most industrialize city in 
India and it has the busiest port in 
the whole country, some call it the 
door to India. 

He moved to America two years 
ago with his sister who is also a stu- 
dent at NECC, after his mother died 
in a car accident. He came to live 
with his father, a U.S. resident for 
eight years and his stepmother a U.S. 
resident for 25 years, both from 
India. He came to the United States 
to study to become a radiology tech- 
nician. He always dreams of coming 
to school in America because this 
would give him many opportunities 
in India. 

“T have received a lot of help 
from the ESL program. My English 
is great. It helps to educate people 
here to go back to educate others. 
People there are aware that if they 
get educated everything is going to 
get better,” said Sharma. 

Sharma misses his culture, how- 
ever he loves living in America 
because this country is quiet, calm 
and the air is clean. He explained 
that Bombay is very polluted 
because of all the chemical use in 
companies that make steel products, 
like spoons. Sharma also said that 
everything is very hectic there, even 
more than New York City, 

“Everybody works their man and 
woman, this is why India is a good 
place for big companies to make 
money in addition to all the benefits 
the government gives them,” said 
Sharma. 

Some of the things that people 
do not know about India, said 
Sharma, is that every part of the 
country has a different culture, reli- 
gion and language. In his town, peo- 
ple do not eat meat; no one is going 
to eat a cow because of religious rea- 
sons, he explained that in the past 
there were no horses and the Gods 
used the cows as transportation and 
this is why they are sacred. Even 
though he misses his family and the 
Indian festivals, he is fine because he 
can find everything from his culture 
here, something that makes him 
happy. 

There are many reasons why 
Sharma would not move back to his 
country, one is discrimination. 
India, similar to Haiti, has a bad dis- 


tribution of wealth and a 
small percent of the pop- 
ulation has all of it; the 
rich have more benefit 
than the poor, or the mid- 
dle class in every sense 
of the word. 5 

Another reason he 
would not move back i 
because of the govern- 
ment and crime that g 
hand on hand. Howeve 
the biggest problem tha 
prohibits him for wanti 
ng to go back is the orga-) 
nized crime that exists’ 
there known as “the/ 
mafia”. 

“If people are doing 
good or have their own 
business, the mafia 
would demand money 
from them, and if this 
people do not comply 
many bad things can 
happen to them or their 
families,” said Sharma. 

Even with some of these prob- 
lems the country is beautiful and has 
a big tourist program, the summer is 
the best time to visit India and is not 
expensive; according to Sharma. 
Depending on the season, a trip can 
cost about $1,700 and what makes it 
a good place to visit is its richness in 
culture and its people. 

Yackelin Velez from 
Barranquilla Colombia, a sea level 
city looking at the Atlantic Ocean in 
South America; came to the United 
States in March of 1993 because she 
fell in love with a compatriot resid- 
ing here who she married and with 
whom she has two hansom boys. 

She graduated college in 
Colombia and worked as a sales rep- 
resentative for a pharmaceutical 
company for many years, when she 
came to America she left behind a 
big promotion and paycheck. She 
stayed in this country for many rea- 
sons and the most important one is 
her husband, 

“Tf wasn’t for him I would have 
never thought of moving to 
America,” said Yackelin. 

However, something that keeps 
her whole family here is the wave of 
crime and kidnappings that is taking 
over Colombia, where people with a 
good social status are the best candi- 
dates for the Colombian guerrilla. 

She likes the United States but 
she misses her country; nevertheless, 
she is trying to get back her profes- 
sional status by getting an education 
at NECC. She said here she has 
found a good group of professionals 
who have given her the academic 
help and friendship that she needed. 
One of the things that has shocked 
her about America is what little we 
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Shashin Sharma from Bombay, 


India 


know about Colombia. 

“People here think that all 
Colombians are drug dealers or drug 
users. They do not know that the 
only reason that cocaine and mari- 
juana is in Colombia is to satisfy the 
American demand. I did not know 
anything about drugs until a came to 
this country,” said Velez. 

Colombia is beautiful and pos- 
sesses one of the best rain forests in 
Latin America, the best emeralds and 
the best coffee. One of the most 
incredible places to visit, she said, is 
San Andres Island, it has beautiful 
white sanded beaches and crystal 
clear water; most of the population 
speaks English because of its French 
and British heritage. 

One of the things that my three 
interviewees had in common with 
the rest of the Immigrant population 
is that they all do not feel welcome 
in America. They contribute this 
rejection to ignorance and to the lan- 
guage barrier. Another cause of the 
problems they face are due to the the 
misconceptions Americans have; 
these were originated by the first 
generations of Immigrants that came 
to America. These people were une- 
ducated farmers, some of them illit- 
erate. 

The bad impressions the first 
generation made for different coun- 
tries makes it difficult for the new 
educated middle class immigrants to 
be integrated in American society. 
Most of them want Americans to 
know that they love this land ant 
they are here to work and get an edu- 
cation. They want to stop the stereo- 
typing and the ignorance because 
this only hurts this country and the 
rest of the world. 


A final farewell to the Observer 


By Tim MCCALL 
Features Editor 


I'm afraid 
to say it, but 
my time here 
at the NECC 
Observer is 


done. Last 
Sunday I 
earned my 


goal: to attend 


UMass Amherst, it has been 
accomplished. 

This semester, as well as my 
entire time at NECC has been an 
amazing experience. I entered as 
an unmotivated recent high school 
graduate and I leave a motivated, 
inspired sophomore at UMass 
Amerst. 

During my time here at the 
Observer I was lucky enough to be 


able to take part in every section of 


the paper besides sports, sorry 
Ryan. I also met some amazing 
people, not only students, but fac- 
ulty members, too. Thank you to 
the Observer staff (Lauren, Dustin, 
Kelly, Ryan, Makeeba, Brenda), 
Amy Callahan, Professor/Advisor 
to Obserer, as well as Heather, 
Sam, Mike, Kevin, Jay, Steve, Matt 
M., Christa, Brooke, and Professor. 
Steve Mathis for being there with 
me for my time at NECC. 


I may not have gone on any 
trips like staff members in the past, 
but I feel like I bonded well with 
the entire staff of the Observer. 
With every article written, picture 
taken, joke made, we all bonded. I 
couldn’t have asked for a better 
group of people to work with. 
Good luck to all of you in your 
future endeavors. 

I want to wish everyone a 
happy and safe summer vacation 


and make sure to celebrate every 
beautiful day. 

I would like to end my saluta- 
tion with a quote from the fictional 
Babe Ruth from the movie “The 
Sandlot.” 

“Heros get remembered, but 
legends never die. Follow your 
heart, kid, and you'll never go 
wrong.” 
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Congratulations 


Lee Adams 
Maureen Adams 
Anthony Agneta 
Shawna Agudelo 

Christopher Alfieri 
Richard Al-Hajj 
Carmen Aliaga 
Kathleen Allen 
Christopher Allicon 
Shatha Alsaraby 
Amanda Amirault 
Arlene Andersen 
Sarah Anderson 
Susan Anderson 
Lyn Andrews 
Stephen Andrukaitis 
Donna Angelone 
Douglas Arau 
Isaura Araujo 
Mary Arcidy 
Gina Armano 
Marilyn Astell 
AnnMarie Athearn 
David Aucella 
Christy Auger 
Samantha Avery 
Antoine Ayoub 
Charlie Ayoub 
Graziela Azimzadeh 
Bonnie Bacon 
Glenys Baez 
Miosotty Baez 
Rachelle Bahouth 

Beth Baker 
Stephanie Baker 
Susan Baldwin 

Susan Ballard 
Jody Bardenheuer 
Robert Barkas 
Gary Barnaby 
John Barrett 
Patrick Barry 
Caitlin Bartholomew 
Kristin Basnett 
Michelle Bastarache-Guillette 
Maria Batista 
Carolee Bean 
Kelly Beaudin 
Lisa Beaulieu 
Sandra Becker 
Derek Bedard 
Hannah Bemelmans 
Patricia Bennett 
Amy Bergeron 
Debra Bergeron 
Maureen Bergeron 
Irene Berroa 
Jillian Berube 
Alice Bettencourt 
Kate Bevilacqua 
Francis Beya 
Elizabeth Bibeau 
Timothy Billbrough 
Martha Bixby 
Julie Bloom 
Damie Boddington 
Randa Boie 
Jessica Bolden 
Aaron Bolduc 
Jimmy Bolduc 
Olivia Booth 
Jennifer Botelho 
Andrew Boucher 
Stefanie Boudreau 
Mark Bourgoin 
Laurie Boutin 
Jolene Bowers 
Daniel Bowman 
Kristy Boyd 
Vanessa Boyle 
Tracy Bradley 
Melissa Branco 
Michael Brebner 
John Bresnahan 
Marieli Brito 
Darcy Brockman 
John Brooks 
Colleen Brown 
Rebecca Brown 


Liza Burgie 
Holly Burgoyne 
Brian Burke 
Laura Burns-Fedele 
George Burrill 
Stacey Bussing 
Lori Buttry 
Juliet Caasi 
Elizabeth Cabrera 
Kionys Cabrera 
Solangel Calderon 
Margaret Callahan 
Nancy Calverley 
Jessica Campbell 
Dominic Cannata 
Laura Cannata 
Marilee Cannon 
Bernadette Cantave 
Frank Cappabianca 
Cathryn Capra 
Paul Carelis 
Sean Carey 
Steven Carignan 
Joel Caron 
Matthew Carr 
Kathy Carrero 
Tara Carresi 
Lauren Carroll 
Bernadette Carter 
Jeremy Carter 
Kimberly Carter 
Mark Cassidy 
Digna Castillo 
Christopher Cataldo 
Yris Catalina 
Amanda Cavatorta 
Raquel Centeno 
Joni Chabot 
Roileen Chamberlin 
Kenlee Champagne 
Donna Charest 
Sarah Chase 
Paula Chasse 
Rebecca Cherney 
Lisa Chester 
Al Chin 
Gayle Chinchiolo 
Susan Chiriboga 
Melissa Chirwa 
Mark Chmielewski 
James Ciampa 
Rose-Ann Ciccolo 
Erin Cielakie 
Lisa Cincotta 
Michael Cipolletta 
Lindsay Citroni 
Michael Clifford 
David Coates 
Whitney Coffin 
Barry Coker 
Catherine Collins 
Deborah Colon 
Virgenmina Colon 
Emesto Concepcion 
Kieran Condon 
Kathleen Condron 
John Connolly 
Lisa Conroy 
Michael Conti 
Jennifer Conway 
Christopher Cook 
David Cook 
Robert Cook 
Shannon Cook 
David Cooke 
Tina Cooper 
Dianne Coppola 
Lisa Coppola 
Kathleen Corbett 
Jennifer Corbin 
Todd Cormier 
Sean Corr 
Paul Corriveau 
Donna Costello 
Nathan Cote 
Gwynne Cotter 
Melissa Cotter 
Mary Coughlin 
Elizabeth Cowen 


Katherine Creane 
Hannah Creed 
Keith Croft 
Lauren Cronin 
Julie Cross 
Kathleen Crossman 
Michael Crowe 
John Crowley 
Amy Cruz 
Faith Cruz 
Johanna Cruz 
Juliana Cruz 
Yadira Cruz 
Linda Curran 
Michael Cusano 
Naella Dahood 
Geraldine Dalesio 
Keith Daly 
Sara Dandurant 
Kristen Dantone 
Marie-Christine Daou 
John Daveta 
Pamela Davidson 
Amy Davis 
Catherine Davis 
Danielle Davis 
Lela Davis 
Meagan Davis 
Kristoffer Day 
Ricardo De Jesus 
Melissa DeAza 
Amy DeBlois 
Carolyn DeCoito 
Scott DeCourcy 
Christine Delaney 
Mark DeMeo 
Shannon Dempsey 
Michelle Denault 
Gary Dennehy 
Julie Denton 
Laura DeRosa 
Emily Dervan 
Stephanie DeSantis 
Kathleen Deschenes 
Lisa Desjardins 
Noha Desjardins 
Eunice Devers 
Ashley Dewolfe 
Pietro Dicola 
Barbara DiDio 
Erica DiGaetano 
Holly Dinges 
Maureen Dion 
Donna DiPrima 
Tracy Distefano 
Elizabeth Doherty 
Bonnie Dolan 
Linda Dolan 
Derek Donahue 
Gail Donovan 
Scott Dornfeld 
Ryan Dragon 
Jennifer Drelick 
Oneyda Duarte 
Amanda Ducharme 
Jeanne Duffy 
Danielle Dugas 
Rebecca Dunton 
Brent Durkee 
Jamie Durrell 
Lawrence Dussault 
Erin Earley 
Brenda Echeverry 
Cara Eddy 
Cheryl Ede 
Mary Edwards 
Jason Eisack 
Debra Eldredge 
Paulina Engel 
Beth Estabrook 
Shauna Etheridge 
Geronimo Fana 
Jeremy Faucher 
Lynne Favreau 
Sandra Fay 
Angela Fazio 
Leida Feliciano 
Jared Ferguson 
Matilde Fernandez 


Tina Ferrari 
Jose Ferreira 
Kristine Ferrera 
Joseph Festa 
Nipapom Field 
Sarah Field 
Helena Fita 
Kathleen Fitzgerald 
Kelly Fitzgerald 
Kevin Flaherty 
Joanne Flanagan 
Rebecca Flanders 
Ashley Fleming 
Ida Floriddia 
David Foley 
Michelle Foley 
Patrick Foley 
William Folk 
Cheryl Fortier 
Barbara Fowler 
Hillary Fraize 
Jessica Frasca 
Kellie Fraser 
Valerie Froburg 
Christopher Fusco 
Jason Gabriel 
Jessie Gadd 
Smith Gadd 
Tayber Gadd 
Kerri Gallagher 
Abigail Gamble 
Melissa Ganias 
Lisa Garneau 
Elaine-Jenny Garon 
Vanessa Garte 
Cristina Gatzimas 
Richard Gaudet 
Nicole Gaudreau 
Allyson Gauthier 
Hong Ge 
Linda Gebhardt 
Deborah Gelardi 
Ana Karina Genao 
Sarah George 
Rosalie Giacalone 
W Scott Gifford 
Angel Gil 
Jackie Gill 
Roth Gill 
Dayle Gilliam 
Wanda Gines 
Lindsey Gingrass 
Nicole Giordani 
Margaret Giordano 
Simon Gitau 
Lorraine Gledhill 
Tiffani Glover 
William Golen 
Maria Gomez 
Argenis Gonzalez 
Athalia Gonzalez 
Longino Gonzalez 
Priscilla Gonzalez 
Tania Gonzalez 
Sean Goodell 
Meghan Goodhue 
Eric Goodman 
Donna Gordon 
Adam Goujon 
Charis Goujon 
Freda Graham-Rogers 
Emily Grant 
Kelly Griffiths 
David Grossi 
Christian Grullon 
Dolores Grullon 
Alicia Guido 
Jeanne Gwinn 
Maria Haas 
Annette Hagopian 
Maureen Haley 
Laurie Hally 
Halimeh Hamdi 
Renee Hamilton 
Ann Hammerle 
Nicholas Hanes 
Ryan Hanna 
Cathy Harrington 
Sandra Hart 


Janis Hassell 
Milagros Hayden 
Laila Hayek 
Christopher Hemmah 
Sofiely Henriquez 
Patricia Henry 
Rosanna Hernandez 
Ana Herrera-Lake 
Lillian Hey 
Melissa Hickman 
Anamaria Hidalgo 
Florange Hidalgo 
Lizania Hidalgo 
Donald Hills 
Brooks Hill-Whilton 
Katrina Hobbs-Hawkins 
Marguerite Holey 

_ Heather Hood 
Brenda Houde 
Erin Houlihan 

Brandon Howes 

Jill Hrubes 

Yi-Hsuan Hsiao 
Judy Hubbard 

Katherine Hudak 

Linda Hunt 
Allison Hurd 
Shannon Hurley 
Crystal Hutchings 
Tuong Huynh 
Jacqueline Infante 
Joshua Issa 
Constance Jacklin 

Danielle Jackson 
Keisha Jackson 

Matthew Jacques 
Stephen Jezak 
Shelley Jillson 
Isabel Jimenez 

Andrew Johnson 
Kurt Johnson 
Maureen Jones 

Susan Jones 
Teresa Jorge 
Tina Joubert 
Luis Juarbe 
Pius Kamau 
Kenneth Kancavicus 
Florence Kangethe 
Karim Kantara 
Alice Karanu 
Mary Kasper 
Michelle Kater 
Jeanette Katimy 
Sheila Keefe 
Heather Kelly 
Dora Ketola 
Marie Khoder 
Kristina Kiarsis 
Rebecca Kibazo-Gasque 
G.Willard King 
Laurie King 
Michael King 
Samuel Kiratu 
Kim Kitsos 
Karen Klufts 
Amanda Knowles 

Michael Kolotila 

Cynthia Kostyla 
Renate Kovacs — 
Andrew Kraus 
Annie Kromah 
John Kuncho 

Charles Kuphal 

Timothy LaBatte 

Dianne Lahaye 

Melanie Lamar 

Nicole Lambert 

Lori-Jean Lamphier 

Laurie Landers 

Darlene Landry 
Kevin Landry 

William Langevin 
Eileen Lannan 
Michael Lanza 
Kimberly Laorenza 
Jose Lara 
Janet Lations 
Marie Laurence 
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Darlene Lavin 
Brian Lawton 
Lan Le 
Daniel Lebel 
Vanessa LeBlanc 
Patricia LeGrow 
Linda Lemieux 
Derek Lemire 
Jennifer Lena 
Regina Lensky 
Jeremy Lermer 
Joseph Lerner 
Meaghan Lescarbeau 
Bryan Levis 
Stephen Lipomi 
Dustin Lippold 
Karen Logan 
Corinne Logiudice 
Alison Lombardo 
Diana Lombari 
Anthony Longo 
Juan Lopez 
Levington Lopez 
Malbin Lopez 
Miriam Lopez 
Isabel Lorenzana 
Nicole Lovely 
Nan Lowell 
Diem Lu 
Michael Lucey 
Stephen Lucia 
Richard Lutes 
Suzanne Lyon 
Melissa MacDonald 
Joseph MacEachern 
Rita Machado 
Lauren MacMillan 
Milady Madera 
Liduina Madruga 
Pamela Maguder 
Gerard Maguire 
Alison Mahoney 
Georgianna Maitland 
Lorraine Makhoul 
Carl Malek 
Jonathan Malek 
William Malik 
Lauren Mandel 
Jed Mannheimer 
Nicole Mansour 
Karen Marcelle 
Yesenia Maria 
Danielle Marini 
Joseph Marino 
Christopher Markey 
Jennifer Marquis 
Bryan Marshall 
Christina Marshall 
Victor Marte 
Rosalda Martinez 
Samuel Martori 
Laura Mason 
Robert Mason 
Carolyn Mastorakos 
Carl Mathieu 
Michael Mathieu 
Rachael Mathieu 
Manuel Matias 
Erin Matyuf 
Jeffrey Maxwell 
Jessica Maxwell 
Randi Mayfield 
Stacy Maynard 
Lois Mazza 
Shawn Mazza 
Iris McBreairty-Gaines 
Judith McBride 


Kathleen McBride-Goggins 


Shannon McCaffrey 
Robert McCann 
Ryan McCarthy 

Catherine McCloy 
Jacqueline McCord 
Richard McDonald 
Darrah McDowell 

Richard McElhinney 
Valeri McGraw 
Walda McGuinn 

M Deborah McKeon 

Kathleen McKinley 
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Class of 2005 


Jessica McLaughlin 
Maureen McLellan 
John McNally 
Sucre Medina 
Rocio Medina-Tissnes 
Lindsay Medugno 
Alicia Meehan 
Robin Meile 
Christopher Melendez 
Denise Melo 
John Meninger 
Noah Merrow 
Heather Metcalf 
Douglas Michaud 
Gina Michaud 
Margaret Michaud 

~ David Michel 
Patricia Michelin 
Denise Miller 
Michelle Milliken 
Allyson Misenti 
David Moll 
Jennifer Moodie 
Aileen Moore 
Maryann Moore 
Maria Morgan 
Nicole Morgan 
Dianne Morganelli 
Minako Moriwaka 
Andrew Morse 
Mary Morton 
Pamela Mott-Greaney 
Jennifer Mottola 
Julie Mounsamlouath 
Nancy Mumper 
Sharon Munro 
Deborah Murphy 
Diane Murphy 
Justin Murphy 
Owen Murphy 
Patrick Murphy 
Matthew Murray 
Joyce Mwaniki 
Sammy Mwaura 
Justin Naffah 
Nasser Nahid 
Robert Najuch 
Madina Nalule 
Lynne Naylor 
Marie Neal-Savage 
Hortense Nguessan 
Canh Nguyen 
Tai Nguyen 
D.Alexander Niles 
Brunilda Nina 
Caroline Njeri 
Peris Njoroge 
Anne Noel 
Katharine Nolan 
John Noonan 
Michaela Nordengren 
Natanael Nova 
Josephine Nyanjui 
Jeffrey O'Brien 
Jeanne O'Connell 
Linda O'Connell 
Shayna O'Donohue 
Stephanie Ogden 
Elise O'Kane 
Sandra O'Keefe 
Sean O'Keefe 
Cecy Okeke 
Patrick O'Neil 
Juana Ortega 
Gina Ortiz 
Alica Ouellet 
Sefa Ozden 
Brittany Packard 
Loretta Packard 
Keith Padellaro 
Jeanne Page 
Jody Pallaria 
Nicole Palmer 
Charles Paltinavich 
Christopher Panneton 
Christine Paolucci 
Ioannis Papaioannou 
Tanya Paquette 
Krystin Parasco 
Amanda Parhiala 


Basilia Parkhurst 
Angelica Pascual 
Kunal Patel 
Nivruti Patel 
Joseph Patriss 
Terri Pedato 
Renee Pelechowicz 
Holly Pelletier 
Jason Pelletier 
Justin Pelletier 
Lynne Peloquin 
Francisco Pena 
Justin Penney 
Sofia Penney 
Andrea Pepin 
Sherie Pepin 
Claudia Peralta 
Jean Peralta 
Michael Perez 
Noemi Perez 
Joshua Perkins 
Marcos Peroza 
Lora Perry 
Maureen Perry-Nicoli 
Jason Petrakis 
Billi Petroski 
Chris Phair 
Justin Pham 
Maly Phon 
Erin Picard 
Antonio Pietrantonio 
Daniel Pikus 
Steven Pizzo 
Lorraine Plant 
Stephen Plourde 
Jennifer Plumb 
Migdalia Pomales 
Donald Poor 
Ariel Portal 
Davin Potvin 
Jessica Poulin 
Kathleen Praik 
Melissa Prescott 
Sarah Prescott 
Nancy Provencal 
Leonard Provost 
Melanie Prugh 
Keila Puello 
Katie Puglia 
Patricia Quinney 
Maryanne Rainville 
Dolores Ramirez 
Gertrudis Ramos 
Enilda Raposo 
Melissa Rauseo 
Lori Raymond 
Bonnie Reed 
Fatima Regalado 
Joselyn Reyes 
Lawrence Rickabaugh 
Nicholas Rigattieri 
Gail Riley 
Joshua Riopelle 
Kati Roach 
Chasitiy Roberts 
Ryan Robichaud 
Jason Robidoux , 
Jill Robinson 
Steven Robinson 
Carlos Robles 
Nicholas Robson 
Arthur Roche 
Michelle Rochefort 
Debra Roden 
Linda Rodgers 
Guadalupe Rodriguez 
Leslie Rodriguez 
Maria Rodriguez 
Allen Rogers 
Joseph Rogers 
Stephanie Rogers 
Robert Romans 
Jane Ronan 
Abby Ronsivalli 
Johnnah Rosano 
Nydia Rosario 
Stacy Ross 
Stephen Rostosky 
CarolAnn Rousseau 
Angela Ruiz 


Andrew Russell 
Matthew Russell 
Cathy Russo 
Debra Ryan 
Joseph Rynne 
Sorin Sabau 
Sheila Sacchetti 
Jennie Safran 
Fabiola Salvant 
Eric Salvi 
Glennys Sanchez 
Corrinne Sanguedolce 
Joanne Sankus 
Yajaira Santiago 
Carol-Ann Sanzo 
Ikhlas Sarabi 
Shanna Sarbanis 
Julie Sarbieski 
Ginarose Saulnier 
Nancy Sayer 
Christine Scaglione 
Michael Schena 
Matthew Schmid 
Mary Schwarzenberg 
Brian Scott 
Yubdely Severino 
Kelley Shanahan 
Suzanne Shea 
Angalee Sheehan 
Ann Shellmer 
Debra Sherman 
John Shook 
Lisa Shores 
Barbara Sielicki 
Ann Marie Silva 
Candice Silva 
Jennifer Silva 
Shelle Silveria 
Cristy Silverio 
Joan Simmonds 
Stephanie Sims 
George Sinnott 
Michelle Sirois 
Mirunalini Sivarasa 
Kira Skipper 
Judith Small 
Beverly Smith 
Courtney Smith 
Lynne Smith 
Nathan Smith 
Kelly Snow 
Beth Spicer 
Alexia Steed 
Eric Stein 
Kenneth Stein 
Deborah Stella 
Laura StLaurent 
Margaret Stoltz 
Mela Strangie-Brown 
Peter Struzziero 
Kristin Sudol 
Lee Sugden 
Andrew Sullivan 
Ashley Sullivan 
Chery] Sullivan 
James Sullivan 
Patrick Sullivan 
Paul Sullivan 
Tanya Summa 
Jesus Suriel 
April Surowiec 
Janis Sweeney 
Joseph Sylvester 
Robert Tait 
Katrin Tallberg 
Melissa Tarallo 
Lindsay Tarmy 
Jennifer Tavares 
Geiris Tavarez 
Maria Tavera 
Ronald Teal 
Isabel Tejada 
Joanne TenEyck 
John Terilli 
Lisa Terminiello 
Nancy Ternullo 
Priscilla Terry 
Brad Tetreault 
Susan Tetreault 
Joshua Therrien 


Lisa Thompson 
Teti Thornton 
Jeffrey Tibak 

Miles Tidd 
Debra Tilton 
Robert Tirone 
Darhlene Titcomb 
Derek Titone 
Audrey Todd 
Jessica Torres 

Denise Torrey 

Eglantina Toska 
Laura Totten 

Tammy Touati 

Steven Tran 
Thao Tran 

Cynthia Trapp 
Janelle Trask 

Debra Traverso 

Tammy Tremblay 
Kristen Trenholm 
Suzanne Trepanier 
Sherryl Trowbridge 
Paula Tsalapatas 
John Tsangaris 
Valetta Tsangaris 
Ronald Tuell 

Naomi Tuman 
Brian Turner 
Sreymom Ty 
Corey Tyler 
Natalie Uch 
Klara Vajda 

Linda Valaskatgis 
Debora Vallis 
Chu Van 
Faydra VanDoorne 
Lauren VanDyke 
Ana Vargas 
Lawrence Varley 

Virgilio Velez 

Petronila Veras 

Chery Victoria 

Joshua Viveiros 
Erika Voght 
Barbara Voyer 
Tuan Vu 
Amanda Waldie 

Carrie Walker 

Lisa Walker 
Michael Wallace 
Christopher Walsh 
Eileen Walsh 
Donna Washburn 
Courtney Watts 
Kimberly Weigel 
Michael Weinhold 
David Wendel 
Janine Whittaker 
Judy Wholley 
Daniel Wightman 
Tricia Wilcox 
Demetria Williams 
Victoria Williams 
Susan Willson 
Cassandra Wilson 
Keri Wilson 
Valerie Witkum 
David Woiceshook 

Susan Wollitz 
Nancy Wood 

Shaunna Woods 

Mary Woodward 
Robert Woolfolk 
Corrinne Wooster 

Jillian Woundy 

Jackie Wright 
Maria Yagual 

Rosemary Yahnian 

Renee Yousef 

Saadia Zaki 
Nicole Zamanakos 
Steven Zarse 
Lucianne Zayas-Ginorio 
Eric Zoglio 
Kerry Zwicker 
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Take a trip inside the NECC dancers’ studio 
with Dance Club President, Colleen McCabe 


By LIANE AMICO 
Contributing Reporter 


Stillpoint’s Dance Club 
President, Colleen McCabe, 18, pos- 
sessed poise and grace as she demon- 
strated her favorite turn combina- 
tions and demi plies with ease recent- 
ly in the Dancers’ Studio at NECC. 

Wearing a wide smile, hot pink 
backpack, jeans and Danz Jam 
sweatshirt from a performance in 
New York, she was content and com- 
pletely at home in the studio. 

The oversized room in the Sports 
and Fitness Center is fully equipped 
with mirrors on one wall, ballet bar- 
res lining the three other walls, black 
portable ballet barres and a portable 
dance floor, or Marley floor, cover- 
ing the wooden one beneath. 

She excit- 
edly pointed 
out the pho- 
tographs of 
V au i<onues 
dancers who 
watch over 
them on the 
studio walls, 
including leg- 
ends Doris 
Humphrey and 
Martha Graham. 

McCabe seemed to have positive 
energy pouring out of her. Not only 
did she more than willingly explain 
her involvement with dance thus far, 
she even explained specific methods 
of dance and showed me in and 
around the Dancers’ Studio while 
dancing the entire time. 

McCabe, who comes from a fam- 
ily of Irish step dancers, is a dancer 


And.... 


This is the end of my 


run as the Observer s 
A&E editor 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Good 
come to those who 
Over the past 
three years I’ve really 
started to believe that. 
I came back to school 
after taking five years off, and every- 
thing in my life changed. 

Writing for the Observer over the 
last two years has been the best expe- 
rience I could have asked for. It not 


things 


wait. 


Tickets available at the door or in advance by calling Jason or Amy at (978) 373-9313 


at heart. 

She is not just a role model to 
other dancers at NECC, a student in 
her second semester pursuing both a 
Dance Certificate and Dance 
Education Associates Degree, but 
she is also a dance teacher, teaching 
five classes and private lessons, at 
Karrie Stang’s “Gotta Dance” in 
North Billerica. 

Stang, who is McCabe’s mentor 
and a Dance Major graduate from 
NECC, is also the Dance Club’s 
instructor. 

According to McCabe, she start- 
ed dancing when she was six-year- 
old. 

She currently dances six out of 
seven days a week and one day wish- 
es to own her own studio. 

“I’m gonna do it for the rest of 
my life. I’m gonna be dancing until 


Be Sas ed Ga ae 


I’m going to do this for the rest of my 
life. ’m going to be dancing until ’'m at 
least age 8o. 
-Colleen McNabe 


at least age 80,” McCabe laughed. 

Referring to NECC, McCabe 
said, “I absolutely love it. I got 
accepted to UMASS Amherst and 
decided not to accept because I love 
the Dance Program at NECC. I think 
the dance program has a lot of poten- 
tial.” 

McCabe was hand picked to be 
Dance Club President by Elaine 
Mawhinney, founder of the Dance 


Program. She recalls Mawhinney 
asking, “How would you feel about 
being Dance Club President?” 

“Sure,” McCabe responded, 
without even knowing what the posi- 
tion entitled. 

“At the time I had no idea what it 
meant, but it sounded good so I said 
sure,” said McCabe. 

McCabe’s duties as Dance Club 
President include things like hanging 
up fliers and promoting the club as 
much as possible. She is also 
required to provide feedback as a stu- 
dent to Pamela Wise, the Dance 
Coordinator. 

Outside of the studio, McCabe 
pointed to an empty, barely visible 
display case and explained her plans 
of transforming it into a display win- 
dow dedicated to the Dance Club. 

“This is our window. It’s been 
empty and bare forever. 
My plan is to make this 
window our window. 
I’m doing this over the 
next couple of weeks.” 

From the display 
case, McCabe took me 
for a little walk to the 
gym, which is convert- 
ed into a theatre during 
performance time. 

“We had a show in 
the winter. It’s not as big as the 
spring show. It’s like the show of the 
year,” said McCabe. 

At Stillpoint’s recent spring 
show, the gym was transformed for 
the Dance Club to perform a jazz 
piece by Fosse called “I Got Cha.” 

Back in the studio, when I asked 
McCabe if she had a role model, she 
was for the first time at a loss for 
words. 


“I’m speechless. That’s very rare 
for me,” she said, leaning back 
against a ballet bar, arms crossed, 
sighing. 

“Tt’s too difficult. I just can’t 
choose. I learn different things with 
each teacher,” said McCabe. 


Dustin Luca photo 


McCabe is a prime example that 
hard work does pay off. She gives 
encouragement to aspiring dancers. 
“Keep at it,” she says. “Even when 
it’s harder than expected. The out- 
come is usually better than you imag- 
ined.” 


cut! That’s a wrap NECC 


only gave me a chance to 
write for a great newspa- 
per, but I got to work and 
become friends with some 
great people. 

I never will forget the 


Observer’s trip to 
Nashville for the college 
newspaper convention 


last fall. I got to learn a lot 
about the newspaper busi- 
ness, eat amazing BBQ 
food, and learn to play | 
poker all in one weekend. 
Not to mention the fun I 
had hanging out with the 
staff. 


issue as your Arts and 
Entertainment editor. This 


Kelly Fitzgerald photo 


What happens in Nashville stays in Nashville! 
Well this is my last (| t9 R ) Observer Staff Members: Makeeba 
Fraser, Kelly Fitzgerald, and Lauren Carroll. 


Mag ae 21 at 8 8pm: 


has been my favorite 
job because arts and 
entertainment 
much fun to write 
about and cover. I am 
also a huge pop cul- 
ture and music addict. 
This job just fit me 
and I’m sorry I have 
to go. 

Over the past two 
semesters I have had 
the chance to see the 
talent that NECC has 
to offer. I’ve been to 
plays, concerts, and 
dance shows that por- 
trayed talented NECC 
students. I hope my 
coverage brought 


is so 


more people into the shows. 

I really have to thank Professor 
Amy Callahan. I never would have 
made it this far without her teaching 
and support. While taking her jour- 
nalism classes I was able to realize 
that journalism was the right career- 
for me. 

I also want to say thanks to aus 
members of the staff who really 
made our job fun, especially Lauren 
Carroll, Makeeba Fraser, and Brenda 
Bolduc. We’ve had some good times 
and I’m sorry that it has to end. 

So I’ll say goodbye to NECC. I 
accomplished so much at the 
Observer and the experience defi- 
nitely helped me start my career. 


Page 13 NECC Observer 


May 11, 2005 


‘Kingdom of Heaven’ falls short 


By Douc.Las J. PACHECO 
Contributing Reporter 


If director Ridley Scott’s new 
movie, “Kingdom of Heaven,” could 
be summed up in as little words as 
possible, they would be “not quite.” 

Orlando Bloom, best known for 
his role as the immortal elf Legolas, 
plays the character of: Balian in 
“Kingdom,” a recent widower who 
seeks redemption in the holy city of 
Jerusalem during the time of the third 
Crusade. ‘ 

Bloom, although a good actor, 
doesn’t have enough screen presence 
to captivate the audience for the 
entirety of a picture. He is best suit- 
ed to be a compliment, as two of his 
previous roles have been, right 
behind the likes of Johnny Depp and 


Brad Pitt. 

Nearing the end of the film and 
its climatic battle, Balian gives a 
speech to his frightened soldiers. 

This speech, however, delivered 
in Bloom’s whispered, feminine 
Clint Eastwood-like manner, does 
nothing for those sitting in the movie 
theater. If it wasn’t for director Scott, 
the speech wouldn’t have done any- 
thing for the soldiers either. 

Although flawed, Bloom’s char- 
acter is really the only one that nears 
complete. Eva Green (“Dreamers”) 
plays Balian’s love interest — for at 
least one night anyway. Her charac- 
ter, Sibylla, was obviously supposed 
to have some importance in the story, 
but the reasons were never made evi- 
dent. 

The rest of the main cast, which 
is a solid one, features Edward 


Norton as the masked, leprous King 
of Jerusalem, Jeremy Irons as 
Tiberias, Liam Neeson as Balian’s 
estranged father and Brendan 
Gleeson as the wicked Raynald. 

The battle scenes are visually 
impressive, but unlike other movies 
of this genre, such as “Braveheart,” 
“Gladiator” and “Troy,” they fall 
short on the emotional level. Each 
battle scene, and there are many, 
especially in the latter half of the 
film, has a beginning and a middle, 
but lacks an ending. 

During its filming in Morocco 
and the period of pre-release, Scott 
received much criticism from both 
Muslims and Christians. But unlike 
Mel Gibson in his production of 
“Passion of the Christ,’ Scott went 
out of his way to try and please 
everyone. This is understandable 


considering these especially reli- 
giously charged times. But if Scott 
was so afraid to offend anyone, then 
the movie, especially one about such 
a heavy topic, should not have been 
made in the first place. 

The result was a romanticized 
version of the Crusades, pitting the 
heroic Balian and his outnumbered 
Christians against the honor driven 
King of the Saracens, Saladin, played 
by Ghassan Massoud. It played out 
more like a Greek drama than a bru- 
tal and bloody period of history. By 
glorifying these characters as good 
guys who happen to oppose each 
other, it downplayed the ugliness of 
human nature. In truth, there is no 
such thing as the good guys or the 
bad guys, the lines, after all, are hard- 
ly ever that distinct. 

Scott would have been better off 


creating a totally fictional story 
where no lines needed to be drawn 
and where his talents and those of the 
actors could have been used. 
Whether he was trying to make a 
statement with this picture or not, is 
unclear. 

The end result was that too much 
effort was put into not offending any- 
one and not enough on substance. 
“Kingdom of Heaven” is more of the 
same, but not quite up to par with its 
predecessors. 

For the fans of this genre that 
have been salivating for this movie’s 
release, rent the DVD when it comes 
out only if you have a free movie 
rental. If you don’t have one, watch 
“Braveheart” for the 100 and first 
time. 


Auditioning for a play can be harder than it looks 


One NECC student’ 
determination to 
snag arole 


By KERRI HOULE| 
Contributing Reporter 


Auditioning for a play is more 
than just getting up on stage, reading 
a couple of lines, sitting back down 
and hoping that the people watching 
you were even the slightest bit 
impressed. 

There is a process to it - at least 
for me - that extends far beyond that 
sort of simplicity. 

Last week I got it into my head 
that I should audition for the NECC 
One-Act Plays, that will be per- 
formed in May. 

At first I didn’t really want to, 
because I’ve auditioned before and 
wound up finding out the next mom- 
ing that I hadn’t snagged the role I 
wanted, or any other role for that 
matter. 

What’s most intimidating about 
auditioning for a production is that 
there is a good chance that you feel 
that your audition went marvelously, 
but you could still end up going 
nowhere with it. 


I was already used to the ner- 
vousness that always comes along 
with auditions for me. It started 
down in the pit of my stomach and 
spread out toward my limbs, shaking 
them up a little. 

I felt giddy as I made my way 
into the theatre, surrounded by peo- 
ple I was already familiar with and 
yet, at that moment, feeling slightly 
awkward being around. 

The One-Act Plays are student 
directed, and the student directors 
were already there, sitting in the 
audience with evaluation sheets and 
watching you with a very different 
set of eyes. 

There were only three of us audi- 
tioning when I went in. We weren’t 
able to make it to the later auditions 
planned for that evening, so we were 
allowed to have an earlier afternoon 
audition. We were all handed a sheet 
to fill out with our basic information 
- name and major, for example - and 
our class schedules. We took from 
anywhere between five to ten min- 
utes to fill those out and to hand them 
back, only to have another piece of 
paper traded back. 

This one was sort of a simple 
script, with only lines and no move- 
ments. All three of us were told to get 
together for five minutes and impro- 
vise a scene from the brief script, and 
then return to the stage ready to act it 


out. 

We took the five minutes to think 
things over. You’d never imagine just 
how short five minutes really is when 
you’re under pressure. It felt more 
like five seconds when one of the 
directors came to check on us and tell 
us to wrap it up. 

The script wasn’t the only thing 
we used to work with during our 
auditions, but it was certainly the 
biggest. We acted out our chosen 
scene, and then the directors started 
addressing us, requesting different 


to gather into a circle and pretend to 
be fighting over an object that wasn’t 
there - in this case, a hoola hoop. 
This required teamwork , believ- 
able body movements and facial 
expressions. We needed to watch one 
another’s movements and move 
along with them, while fully expect- 
ing them to do the same thing for us. 
It’s easier to do something like this 
with two people, because you are 
face-to-face and can easily watch 
one another. With three people, your 
attention must bounce back and forth 


os Seam ee 
All three of us were told to get together 
for five minutes and improvise a scene 
from the brief script, and then return to 
the stage ready to act it out. 


characters and personalities to try out 
while we read our lines over again. It 
wasn’t exactly improvisation, but it’s 
not as easy as it sounds to quickly 
think up how to use a certain person- 
ality or demeanor on the spot. 

We went over the same script 
using three different characters each. 
Then came the real improvisation. 

One of the directors instructed us 


between both of your partners. A bit 
more: difficult, yes, but fun nonethe- 
less. 

I didn’t wind up winning the 
hoola hoop fight, by the way. 

After my not-so-stunning loss 
that ended with me on my rear-end 
glaring fake daggers at my partners, 
the three of us were told to face the 
directors in the audience. We were 


asked a series of questions regarding 
our work schedules and how flexible 
they might be for rehearsals, our 
willingness to change hairstyles and 
hair colors, and even our comfort 
level with stage kissing. We were 
also told to laugh for them. 

When it was done, we smiled and 
thanked our directors, gathered our 
bags and belongings, and left the the- 
atre. 

Auditions can be surprising. As 
I’d mentioned before, sometimes you 
may think that you did a terrible job, 
but unexpectedly score a good role 
despite that. Sometimes, you may 
think that it was the best audition 
you’d ever done, and find the next 
day that you weren’t even cast as a 
small role. It’s not easy at all to 
gauge the exact outcomes of audi- 
tions. 

For instance? Well, I thought I 
did less than my best at the auditions 
for the One-Acts. I was disappointed, 
and kept thinking to myself that I 
could have done better, and I could 
have put more effort into it, and I 
could have tried harder. I actually 
went home feeling a little irritated at 
myself for having what I thought was 
a pretty cruddy audition. All I had to 
hold onto at that point was hope that 
one of the directors liked what they 
saw. 


Weezer returns with their fifth album “Make Believe” 


By Tim McCALyL 
Features Editor 


Exactly 11 years after releasing 
their legendary “Blue album,” 
Weezer releases their fifth album 
“Make Believe” May 10. 

After many abandoned studio 
sessions and front man Rivers 
Cuomo going back to Harvard to 
earn his degree, “Make Believe” is 
finally done. 

Fans can now rejoice. 

Or should they revolt? “Make 
Believe” is a fine album, if you can 
ignore the bands first two albums, 


1994’s__ self-titled and 1996's 
“Pinkerton”. 
“Make Believe” is 12 tracks 


varying in structure and songwriting. 
The theme of the album is hard to 
find. 

The opener “Beverly Hills” is a 
poppy rock rap song. Comou comes 


across as if he could be 
rapping to the simple beat 
of the song. This song is 
also the first single for the 
album. The music video 
was shot at the Playboy 
mansion with various 
playmates running around | 
throughout the video. 
With the poppy sound 
and fun video, this song , 2. 
could take the band far — 
even though it’s not a per- 
fect example of what the 
rest of the album is like. 
Another random song 
for the album is “This is 
Such a Pity.” This song 
is indeed a pity, it’s way 
too random for the albums somewhat 
pattern of sound. It comes across as 


a Cars tribute song, with heavy 80’s . 


synthesizers. This song would make 
more sense on the pop band, The 


Yahoo! Images photo 


Killers, latest album. 

One can allow two bad tracks on 
the 12 song Weezer album since tra- 
ditionally their albums have only 10 
songs. 


As for the rest of the 
~@ album, it is not bad. It’s 
overall a slightly above 
average album, 

“Make Believe” is the 
perfect early summer album 
for playing loudly while 
your cleaning your closet of 
all your winter clothes to 
make room for your sum- 
mer clothes. 

Key tracks would be, in 
my opinion, “Hold Me” and 
“My Best Friend.” 

“Hold Me” is a slow 
one, and get your tissues 
ready, it’s a sad one. By no 
means is it “emo,” but it’s 
definitely a sad one. What’s 
the difference between an “emo” 
song and a sad song? Go Listen to 
Sunny Day Real Estate and find out. 
That can be your summer homework 
assignment from me to you. 


“My Best Friend” is a very fun 
song that is a happy tribute to a best 
friend. If you ignore the skeptics, 
you could even dance to this song 
because the instruments are played 
just right. Or if you don’t want to 
dance to it and you see them play 
live, it’s the perfect song to jump up 
and down to. 

Weezer has never been that 
upbeat of a band. Ever since 
“Pinkerton” Weezer has been the 
type of band that presents themselves 
as the guys who look at their shoes 
while walking and ignoring the beau- 
ty the world has to offer. “Make 
Believe” continues that. 

Weezer came to Boston’s Avalon 
Ballroom last Sunday, May 9 to pro- 
mote “Make Believe.” After this tour 
they are going on a brief world pro- 
motional tour. The band then plans 
on touring America again in the fall. 
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By Aaron Warner 


A College Girl Named Joe 


ARE YOU CALLING YOUR 
BANK REGARTING YOUR 
ZERO BALANCE? 


COULD L USE 


#32002 Amezing Asron Productions 


E LIKE "DONT BELIEVE,” 
s|BuT YEAH, OKAY. ; 


YOU PRINTED THIS { 


OH REALLY? inp why is THE 
OFF THE INTERNET! RMARKED 


BOS COCCNM BLE 


DREAM OF LOVE, 


You Are Here 


tT Didn'+ Hear 
Anything. Died 
doe Hear 


By Aaron Warner 


ACROSS 
1 Hand part 
5 Actress Olin 
9 Scrawny one 
14 Piece of Puccini 
15 Small particle 
16 Simple musical 
refrain 
17 Call up 
18 Unadorned 
19 Allude (to) 
20 Inuit 
22 Long-tongued 


25 Bobby of the 
NHL 

27 Thailand, once 

28 Soft drinks 

30 Indications of 
elation 

34 Does business 

38 Sleep soundly? 

39 Aura 

40 Abbey Theatre 
founder 

42 Relaxation 

43 Knight's suit 

45 World leaders 

47 Sampler 

49 Reduces speed 

50 Sacred Nile bird 

52 Vane dir. 

53 “Peter__” 

56 Calis incorrectly 

60 List of 
corrections 

62 Lace cap 

63 Shuttle org. 

65 On the crest of 

66 Untethered 

67 Large swallow 

68 Five after four 

69 Hank of hair 

70 Latin being 

71 Lower digits 


DOWN 

1 Peeled 

2 Get up 

3 PGA’s milieu 

4 Biblical sages 

5 September 
holiday 

6 Greek letter 

7 Writer/director 
Ephron 

8 Prayer enders 

9 Brooklets 


y 
Ps 
¢ 
ie 
* 
i 


Tri bane Me 


(HOS 


Since the dawn of Ballet D., Bob had lost 
ail hope of ever having a second date. 


Yoo SEE Him ACROSS 
FR CROWDED ROOM, 


ASHE APPROACHES, 
Your HEART BEATS AND A UTTLE GIDDY, 


FULFILLMENT, AND] | MATE ¢ 


©1005 
GREATS 


ASMALL THRILL 
SURGES THROUGH 


YouR Eves MEET. 


YOU FEEL LIGHT-HEApED] | YouR WHOLE on Seems 


PaRoon MY 
BREATH --'M 

ADDICTED To 
CORN NUTS, 


SADLY THE ANSWER IS YES, 


Crossword 


© 2005 Tribune Media Services, Inc, 
Alt rights reserved. 


10 Pearly quality - 

11 Actor George 

12 Away from the 
wind 

13 Actress Teri 

21 Lea lows 

23 “__ the 
season...” 

26 Track events 

28 Haughty 
condition 

29 Sports pages 
figs. 

31 Gardener’s soil 

32 Scottish Gaelic 

33 Witnessed 

34 The one singled 
out 

35 Uncommon 

36 Beggar’s 
request 

37 Passe 

41 “The Flintstones” 
epoch 

44 Dealers’ 
offerings 

46 Bed-stand 
pitcher 


Solutions 


}o{=fo fu) 
BOE 


<|[2[3 0) 
jor | << foc | us] 
GER BEB 


MME DmKE! 


57 Composer 
Stravinsky 

58 Blackthorn 

59 Time-worn 
adages 

61 Harangue 

64 Family nickname 


n 
jolv[ulols] 


48 Outer edge 

51 Perceive 

53 Inner court 

54 Make amends 

55 Scruffs 

56 Beer 
ingredient 
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By MAKEEBA FRASER 


Style Editor 
Well the 
term has 
ended and 


my time here 
as style edi- 


tor is offi- 
cially over. 
But don't 
cry. Think 


of all the good times we had 
together, like all those awesome 
fashion picks, interesting articles 
and fun quizzes. I know, it's a 
bittersweet ending for me too. 

This year has been a fascinat- 
ing one and I have made so many 
friends and taken with me many 
experiences I will never forget. 

Where do I start? I guess 
thank yous would be a good 
enough place as any. 

First of all I would like to 
thank the Observer faculty advi- 
sor, Amy Callahan, for encourag- 
ing me to be a resident staff 
member after completing her 
ever-so-interesting journalism 
courses. 


Next, I would like to thank all 
the staff members. Working with 
you guys has been a pleasure and 
hopefully we would always 
remain a close-knit dysfunctional 
family like we once were. 


x 


Fond memories of the Observer Staff will always be something to look back on. 


Dustin: Keep writing those 
spacesuit articles and editorials, 
and stop spending all your time 
on Something Awful.com :) 

Ryan: Stop letting Dustin 
corrupt your mind with the con- 


tents posted on 
Phriday! Just kidding. 

Tim: I'll be seeing you soon 
hopefully—If not, stay true to 
yourself! 


Photoshop 


Brenda: You're the coolest 
mom I have ever met. 

And to Kelly and Lauren: 
Lets always remember those 
good times (Tennessee!). 

A special thanks also goes out 
to all those poor, defenseless stu- 
dents I bombarded with fashion 
pick questions. You are a brave 
bunch! 

To Jennifer Lena, thanks for 
all those wonderful articles you 
willingly contributed to my sec- 
tion and if you ever choose to be 
a writer, you have my full sup- 
port. 

Final thanks go out to all the 
readers of the style section. It 
wouldn't be an experience with- 
out you guys giving me com- 
ments, new ideas and just a heads 
up on my articles. 

My reign as style editor has 
come to an end but the runway 
hasn’t yet ended for me. I am on 
my way in hopes to pursue a 
career in the broadcast-entertain- 
ment field, so with closing the 
door on the Observer, another 
door opens with the shining light 
of stage bulbs. I'll see you on the 
red carpet, but until then, Fraser 
Out! 


Can trendy heels also mean comfort 


For many women, 
trendy flats don't 


stack up 


By JENEE OSTERHELDT 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 
KRT 


Some say diamonds are a girl's 
best friend. But have a look in the 
average woman's closet. Shoes 
appear to be the love of her life. 

Flats might be all the rage this 
season, but there's something so 
overtly feminine about a heel. 
Whether they're tall, sexy stilettos 
or fun, cute kitten heels or colorful 
wedges, heels seem tobe the 
queens of the rack. : 

In 2004 American -women 
bought 819 million pairs of shoes, 
according to the American Apparel 
& Footwear Association. And that 
doesn't include athletic shoes. 

"A lot of women have major 
love affairs with shoes," says 
Regina Haymes, market director at 
Marie Claire. 

"Shoes are something that gives 
immediate gratification. Whether 
you feel fat or skinny, shoes are the 
one thing you can always fit on 
your feet for an instant perk." 

And regardless of the runway 
flats, Haymes says, heels are here 
for the long run. 

"Flats are much more of a trend 
than they have been in past seasons, 
but that doesn't mean women aren't 
going to buy heels or wear them," 
Haymes says. 

"Different trends can come and 
go, but women still want to look 
good," she says. "Heels make 
clothes look good." 

They elongate the leg, make the 
calf muscle look good and are con- 
stantly being reinvented, she said. 

Not to mention, they can be 
worn with most anything. Women 


‘are pairing them with jeans, velour, 


dresses and even Bermuda shorts. 

But many women like heels 
because of the way they make them 
feel. 

"I think there is a confidence 
that comes with heels," says 
Carolyn Cawley, a Kansas City 
senior art director at Barkley 
Evergreen & Partners. She owns 
about 50 pairs of shoes. 

"They are feminine and make 
you more aware of posture and 
your walk," says Cawley, who wore 
her heels on vacation in Spain, even 
when walking on pebbled roads and 
uneven pavement. 

"They say wear your most com- 
fortable shoes; mine just happen to 
have a heel on them." 

As long as they fit properly, it's 
OK to wear heels, says Lawrence 


Mandel, a Kansas City podiatrist. 
"Heels throw all the weight to 
the front of the foot and don't bal- 
ance the foot as it was intended, but 
I am not convinced wearing heels is 
bad if they fit properly," he says. 


Nine out of 10 women wear 
shoes too small for their feet, 
according to a study conducted by 
the American Orthopedic Foot and 
Ankle Society. 

"The problem with shoes in 
general is women don't get shoes 
that are wide enough," he says. 

’ "At the end of the day when 
you have been on your feet all day 
long and your feet swell, the shoes 
are tighter. It's important to buy 
shoes at the end of the day." 

It also has a lot to do with toler- 
ance. Heels might be fine if you're 
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going dancing at the club for a few 
hours, but it doesn't mean they will 
be comfortable to shop in all day, 
he says. 

Gwen Grant thinks there are 
shoes you can look good in and 
wear all day and there are shoes 
you wear when you can sit and look 
cute. And if you know the differ- 
ence, your feet might not feel so 
much pressure. 

"There is a price to be paid for 
looking good, but I don't buy shoes 
that hurt my feet," says Grant, pres- 
ident of the Kansas City Urban 
League. 

"A shoe purchase is an invest- 
ment. I view shoes as a mode of 
transportation, and I approach that 
purchase with the same care as I 
would a car. 

"A shoe has to get me around 


10 to 12 hours a day with comfort, 
style and elegance," says Grant, 52. 

"I don't believe in buying cheap 
shoes. They have to look good, feel 
good, breathe well and be some- 
thing you can spend a great deal of 
time in." 

Cristina Martinez says a little 
pain is part of the territory when it 
comes to heels. 

"I'm not going to lie, when 
breaking in a new pair of tacones 
(Spanish for high heels) you're 
bound to have some aches and 
pains," says the 24-year-old. 

"It is just part of the package, 
kind of like playing football. It 
hurts, but you still go back out 
again next Sunday." 

Fit is important: Feet swell by 
the end of the day, so it's important 
to buy shoes at that time so you will 
have a shoe wide enough for your 
foot's comfort, says Lawrence 
Mandel. Also, know your tolerance. 
If you're going to wear heels all 
day, have a pair of flats handy. You 
might want to wear them while 
your feet are under your desk or 
you're driving. 

Take good care of your feet, 
Gwen Grant says. You can't wait 
until it gets warm; it's a year-round 
responsibility, she says. Moisturize 
and exfoliate regularly so you don't 
walk around with "rusty feet." 

"Shoes are like art," Carolyn 
Cawley says. "Everyone gravitates 
toward something different." As 
long as you love it and enjoy wear- 
ing it, go for it. 

What's hot: Wedges and 
stacked, thicker heels are big. 
Round-toed boots with a stacked 
heel will be hot in the fall, says 
Regina Haymes, market director 
for Marie Claire. Ankle straps are 
also big, and lots of skins and tex- 
tures, like tweed, will be in style. 
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Fashion pick of the week 


By MAKEEBA FRASER 
Style Editor 


It's the last fashion pick of the 
semester and maybe even the last of 
all time. But don't start crying yet 
because I have saved the best for last. 

19-year-old Christa Larson, a 
first semester student, has a sophisti- 
cated yet classic style that has a way 
of turning heads. 

"I receive a lot compliments on 
my clothing, especially when I was 
in high school - I guess I tried more 
then, I don't do as much now as I 
used to, unless I'm going out.” 

Larson mentioned that in her 
opinion, it's not just about the 
clothes. 

"I buy clothes that are comfort- 
able yet hip and trendy," she admits. 
"However, although I'm into the 
trends, I do feel that it's the acces- 
sories that really make the outfit.” 

How much does Larson like 
accessories you ask, 

"With every paycheck I receive it 
always goes toward a bag or some- 
thing. Also I just switched my every- 
day bags because this one (referring 
to the bag she has now) more accom- 
modates the spring-summer seasons 
than the other one did." 

Larson is not just any kind of an 
accessory addict, but a Dooney & 
Bourke addict. 

"I love Donney & Bourke," she 
said while showing me the contents 
of her purse, which contained every 
Donney & Bourke purse accessory 


you could think of from an i1-Pod case 
to card case. 


Besides Donney 
& Bourke, Larson 
also enjoys what 
Express, Banana 
Republic and Gap 
have to offer, and 
in speaking about 


these certain 
styles, Larson also 
enjoys getting 


ideas from Vogue 
magazine and E! 


a 


With every paycheck I receive it 
always goes toward a bag or something. 
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"I read Vogue 
and watch E! to try 
and stay trendy, but 
it's real hard because 
styles change so 
rapidly, so I kind of 
mix and match 
what's out there and 
do my own thing." 


In doing her 
own thing, Larson 
sometimes gets 


ahead of the current 


trends. 

"I bought a bohemian skirt last 
season before the whole look was 
in," she explained. 

This trend savvy, Journalism stu- 
dent is not only influenced by televi- 
sion shows and department stores, 
but also her mood. 

"I think how I feel each day 
weighs more on my decision on what 
to wear than my personality or 
trends." 

Well this gives a wrap on fashion 
pick. Thanks to Larson and all the 
other fashion picks who made this 
column possible. And to all my read- 
ers out there keep styling. Remember 
there's a fashion pick in each and 
every one of you. 
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Above left: Larson poses with | 
her favorite accessory. 
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CW ARIES (March 
21-April 20) Over the next 
five days, quick social 

events or family gatherings will 
provide renewed optimism. Refuse 
to allow loved ones to withdraw 
from daily activities: this is not the 
right time to ignore fears or repeat 
unproductive patterns. Thursday 
through Saturday, business calls and 
new social messages may be unusu- 
ally absorbing. Avoid rushed deci- 
sions, if possible: friends, lovers 
and co-workers will rely heavily on 
your sensitivity and patient dedica- 
tion to strained relationships. 


a TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Someone close 
may this week need to 
relive old memories, pas- 

sionate triangles or social disap- 
pointments. After Tuesday, nostal- 
gic moments will be intensely emo- 
tional: watch for loved ones to 
reveal previously hidden doubts or 
private information. Remain open 
to key discussions and expect a 
rekindled appreciation of romantic 
trust to soon be the result. Later this 
week, a parent or older relative may 
reverse recent financial or family 
plans. Don't confront: all is well. 
I] June 21) A social gathering 
may this week provide 
unique insight into the romantic 
needs or habits of a friend. 


Inappropriate or intense flirtations 
may be unexpectedly distracting. 


GEMINI (May 21- 


Remain quietly detached and avoid 
group opinions: emotional reactions 
will be intense and unpredictable 
over the next five days. After mid- 
week, a forgotten employment pro- 
posal may reappear. Long-term 
risks will prove unreliable: don't 
hesitate to ask for legal documents 
or firm financial commitments. 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) Potential job 
change will now captivate 
the interest of loved ones. Before 
Wednesday, someone close may 
need to challenge authority or adopt 
broader career aspirations. 
Encourage new pathways to suc- 
cess: in the coming weeks creative 
progress will be slow but meaning- 
ful. Thursday through Saturday, a 
trusted friend may reveal unusual 
family information. Stay focused on 
positive options: at present, yester- 
day's patterns need to be confronted 
or actively dispelled. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Over the next few days, a 
friend or lover may feel 
pressured by older rela- 
tives or authority figures. Leisure 
habits or lifestyle choices may be at 
issue. Advocate an end to self- 
doubt: nothing worthwhile will be 
gained through social criticism or 
disapproval. Later this week, a 
romantic or social proposal may be 
quickly cancelled. Potential friends 
or lovers may anticipate renewed 
invitations or a dramatic response. 
Provide neither: romantic timing 
will prove vital. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) Before Wednesday, 
friends and relatives may 
be moody or easily irritat- 
ed by new social information. Avoid 
unproductive discussions, if possi- 
ble: private restlessness and ques- 
tioning will not permanently affect 
close relationships. Thursday 
through Saturday, study financial 
documents for missed facts or dead- 
lines. Business omissions or proper- 
ty errors, if not promptly resolved, 
will strain work relations. After 
Saturday, rest and pamper the body: 
physical energy may be low. 


O 


eh 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Renegotiated contracts 
will this week offer tangi- 
ble rewards. Many Librans 
will soon foster new contracts, work 
partnerships or financial agree- 
ments. Before the end of May, legal 
accuracy will prove vital: find extra 
time to carefully prepare applica- 
tions or official paperwork. 
Thursday through Saturday, a long- 
term friend or romantic partner may 
be unusually introspective. Remain 
patient: complex family restrictions 
or private financial stress may be a 


central theme. 
I, Noy. 22) Sleep patterns or 

health regimes will now 
benefit from fast changes. Improved 
physical and emotional vitality will 
soon be an ongoing theme. In the 
coming weeks allow unproductive 
habits to fade. After mid-week, 
loved ones will encourage a 
renewed. awareness of lifestyle 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 


choices. Thoroughly discuss all 
home options or revised living 
arrangements: at present, a bold and 
public commitment to group enjoy- 
ment or family planning will bring 
the desired results. Stay open. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
# 23-Dec. 21) Emotional 
intimacy and romantic loy- 
alty will now compete for 
your attention. No serious or long- 
lasting affects will arrive, so not to 
worry. Before Wednesday, however, 
expect a friend or relative to offer 
unwanted advice or bold opinions. 
Go slow: before next week loved 
ones may feel sensitive to criticism. 
Thursday through Saturday, a friend 
from the past may trigger a rare 
financial or social triangle. 
Forgotten debts, minor disputes and 
home budgets are accented. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 20) Loved ones 
will this week opt for cozy, 
private encounters. In the 
coming weeks, quiet activities will 
bring renewed faith in long-term 
relationships. Stay open and wait 
for subtle compliments: you won't 
be disappointed. After Thursday, 
dreams, hunches and insights will 
be vivid and meaningful. Family tri- 
angles, outdated social obligations 
and old habits may be a strong 
theme. Remain silent: new informa- 
tion or boldly expressed opinions 
will not be easily accepted. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
; AWN Feb. 19) Business records 
may soon reveal surprising 
financial information. 
Before Wednesday, missed pay- 
ments, income delays or lost wages 
may be announced without warning. 
Carefully gather written facts before 
confronting authority: official docu- 
ments will require substantial revi- 
sion. Thursday through Saturday, 
minor romantic tensions may esca- 
late. Someone close may wish to 
explore new rules in close relation- 
ships. Trust your first instincts: an 
honest reaction is needed. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Private finan- 
cial promises and home 
agreements are reliable 
over the next five days. Although 
difficult to finalize, detailed legal 
descriptions or official regulations 
will soon provide workable terms. 
Loved ones may need extra time to 
make key decisions. Remain quietly 
supportive. After Thursday, a previ- 
ously strained friendship will begin 
a new era of trust, compassion and 
intimacy. Accept invitations and 
apologies as valid: yesterday's 
restrictions need to permanently 
fade. 


If your birthday is this week: 
Business documents and financial 
agreements initiated over the next 
nine to 10 weeks will bring remark- 
able success in the months to come. 
Areas most strongly affected are 
research projects, medical/dental 
training, scientific interests and new 
technologies. 
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Join the thousands of young men and women who are 
»swering the call to serve and making a difference in their local 
“communities and in our country. As a member of the Air National: 
Guard, you'll be preparing for your future while staying close to 
your home, your family, and your friends. 


For your part-time service, the Air National Guard offers 


> College tuition assistance through the Montgomery G.I. Bill 
and the Student Loan Repayment Program 


> Free training in more than 180 specialized vocations, including 
engineering, communications, electronics, avionics, and many more 


> The opportunity to earn college credits for completed 
military training 


1-800-T0-GO-ANG | > Part-time work now for a full-time retirement tomorrow 


Pl S the leadership qualities you'll develop in the Air National 
Guard will help you make a difference for your family, your 
community, and your Nation. 


| Ca | 1 -800-864-6264 today for wore information. 


AIR NATIONAL GUARD 


1-800-TO-GO-ANG 
www.GoANG.com 


BoE 1 
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Knights take one step closer to 
state and national titles 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


SR dolar ys 
Northern 
Bast simeiex: 
Community 
Crovld eter 
baseball 
team has 
been wait- 
ing long to 
play game 
tournament. 


state 


one of the 
Originally planned to be held at 
Northern Essex and Amesbury 


High School Sunday May 7 the 
games had been postponed due to 
the rain. 

The postponement forced the 
games to be held at different loca- 
tions. Monday, May 9, #1 seed 
Northern Essex took on #4 seed 
Mass Bay Community College at 
Whittier, while #2 seed Massasoit 
took on #3 seed Holyoke 
Community College at Massasoit. 
The winners of the two games are 
set to meet Tuesday, May 10 at 
the home field of the higher seed- 
ed team. 

The Knights welcomed Mass 
Bay Community College for the 
opening round of the State 
Tournament. Patrick Bateson 
took the hill for the Knights and 
struggled early on. Bateson gave 
up three runs on three hits 
through two innings and the 
Knights found themselves down 
3-0 early in the ball game. A 
between inning pep talk after the 
top of the second, from head 


coach Kerry Quinlan could be 
heard from the stands. 

Bateson was lifted before the 
start of the third inning and Bryan 
Murphy took over. Murphy has 
not pitched much for the Knights 
this season, but with a possible 
championship game the next day 
and with the regional tournament 
this week- 
end Coach 
Quinlan 
gave him the 
ball. 

Murphy 
pitched with 
confidence | 
and threw 
four innings 
of shut out 


ball. Aside 
from allow- 
ing no runs, 
Murphy sur- 
rendered 
only two 
hits while | 


walking 
none and 
striking out 
Six. 

“Murphy 
pitched fan- 
tastic. I was 
not going to use any one else 
today and even though Murphy 
has not thrown much for us, what 
he did was outstanding,” said 
Quinlan. 

Down 3-1 in the fourth, the 
Knights bats would come alive. 
Matt Thurlow got the inning start- 
ed with a bloop single to right 


field. Back-to-back walks to 
Pedro De La Rosa and Cory 
Carter would load the bases for 
Jeison King. King dropped a sin- 
gle behind the third basemen to 
score Thurlow. Christopher 
Anderson followed King with a 
bases loaded walk to score anoth- 
Adam Del Rio then 


er run. 


Chris Anderson and Adam Del Rio (28) have been a con- 
stant offensive spark for the Knights all season and are 
currently ranked first and second in the nation in hitting. 


stepped to the plate and singled 
up the middle to score two more 
runs. Ryan Mustapha followed 
Del Rio with a single to plate 
another run for the Knights. 
Waldo Solano hit into a field- 
ers’ choice that plated another 
fun. Derrick Deranian followed 
Solano and doubled to plate the 


seventh run to the inning and 
extend the Knights lead to 8-3. 
Anderson led off the bottom 
of the fifth with a solo home run 
to extend the Knights lead 9-3. 
The Knights would come up with 
two more runs in the inning and 


the Knights lead was 11-3. 
Looking to end the game with the 
mercy rule, 
(leading by at 
least ten runs 
after five 
innings) the 


Knights came to 
bat in the bottom 
of %thexsssixth. 
With a 12-3 lead 
and two runners 
on, Alvaro Bido 
came to the plate 
and crushed a 
three-run shot to 
deep left field for 
a walk-off 15-3 


victory. 
< Going into 
Ryan McAskill photo the tournament 


the Knights have 
had a fantastic 
season. They 
had won their 
last nine games 
dating back to 
April 17, when they split a double 
header with eastern Connecticut 
JV team. 

Waldo ‘Solano and Ryan 
Mooradian were named national 
division III players of the week, 
offensive and pitching respectful- 
ly. Solano hit .533 (8-15), scored 
one run while driving in four. 


Mooradian threw eight innings 
and collected one win while strik- 
ing out 15. They finished the sea- 
son with a 20-4 record and 
remained nationally ranked, end- 
ing at 13. 

The Knights have been red hot 
in the last few weeks. They have 
beat rival Massasoit 4-3, swept a 
double headers against Holyoke 
Community College 13-1 and 6-2 
and first round opponent Mass 
Bay Community College 20-1 and 
16-3, and won the season finally 
against Manchester Community 
College 12-2. 

The Knights are all over the 
national offensive stat sheet. 
Christopher Anderson ended the 
regular season as the nations best 
hitter with a .582 batting average 
(46-79). Adam Del Rio was sec- 
ond hitting .531 (39-76), Jeison 
King and Pedro De La Rosa 
rounded out the top ten hitting 
.474 (37-78) and .472 (25-53) 
respectfully. Ryan Mustapha also 
made the top fifteen hitting .469 © 
(30-64) ending at number twelve 
in the nation. The Knights are the 
best offensive team in the nation 
hitting .413 (291-704) collective- 
ly. 

With a win in the state tourna- 
ment the Knights have a chance to 
walk into the NJCAA Regional 
tournament as the #1 seed May 
13. If the Knights can with the 
Regionals then they will advance 
to the NJCAA division III 
National Tournament in New York 
and a chance to play in the 
NJCAA college world series. 


Athletic Director holds tailgate 
party before baseball game 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


It was a party April 26 when 
the Northern Essex Community 
College baseball team took on 
Quinsigmond at home. Athletic 


Director Sue MacAvoy and the rest 


After the game, the baseball team was given the rest of the 


of the athletic office fired up the 
grills and held a tailgate party to 
celebrate the success of the base- 
ball team and to bring the students 
down to the field to watch the 
Knights play. Faculty and students 
alike arrived to get a bite to eat and 
watch the baseball team. 


food left over from the tailgate party. 


With hot dogs and hamburgers 
on the grill as well as soda, water 
and chips, the tailgate party started 
at 3 p.m. and lasted for the duration 
of the game. 

“The cook-out went as well as 


planned. Everyone who was there’ 


had a great time and we sold most 
of our food. I 
was just hop- 
ing that we 
could. have 
had a better 
student turn- 
out,” said 
MacAvoy. 

B Vile try 
faculty mem- 
ber that 
attended 
received a 
free gift of a 


NECC tote 
bag. 
Aside 
from the 
food, fans in 
Ryan McAskill photo attendance 
were also 
treated to a 
great game. 


NECC controlled the 
game from the beginning. 
A two-run home run from 
Adam Del Rio in the first 
would prove to be all the 
Knights would need as 
they shutout Quinsigmond 
6-0. Matt MaGuire, 
Patrick Bateson, Ryan 
Boucher, Ryan Mooradian ., 
and Adam Del Rio com- 
bined to pitch all nine 
innings. Combined they 
allowed five hits while 


out 12. 

Following the game, 
all of the left-over food 
from the tailgate party 
was given to the baseball @ 
players and coaches on ; 
the condition that the 
team helps bring the all of 
the tables and grill back 
inside. 

“As long as we con- 
tinue to play our home 
games at northern Essex, I 
would like to hold a tail- 


gate party every year,” said 


MacAvoy. “It is a good way ito get 


Ryan McAskill photo 
NECC basketball player Alex 
Gomez enjoys a hot dog at 
the tailgate party. 


people down to watch the baseball 
team.” 
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Pitching trouble Weekly Sports 
could hurt Red 
Sox in long run 


By Davip Houston 
Contributing Reporter - 


Anyone who knows baseball 
knows that great pitching usually 
beats great hitting. Last year’s Red 
Sox team had great pitching and they 
won the World Series. Last season 
pitching, defense and timely hitting 
was paramount and success fell upon 
the team like a two ton sack of pota- 
toes. I should not complain now that 
the Sox won the World Series, but 
here I go anyway. 

The Sox could not sign Pedro 
Martinez and did not want to sign 
‘Derek Lowe. That is fine, if there 
was a good back up plan. David 
Wells, Matt Clement and Wade 
Miller cannot be considered a good 
back up plan, knowing that Schilling 
was coming off of an injury. 

Wade Miller may never pitch the 
way he once did with his history of 
arm trouble. The good news is the 
Red Sox did not pay a boat load of 
money to him and he signed a one 
~ year contract. The Sox have the right 


to extend the contract for a second 
year if he comes around. If Miller 
does not produce, the Sox can drop 
him. Miller posted a strong outing 
during his season debut Sunday May 
8, but we will need to wait and see if 
he can continue to pitch well. 

David Wells is a veteran pitcher 
but he has a lot of questions sur- 
rounding him. I never thought a con- 
tract to a 42-year-old was a good 
idea. Though it is an incentive rich 
contract with a low base salary. The 
contract still does not fly with me. 

Wells has had the ability to pitch 
in clutch situations in the past. So far 
this season Wells is missing his spots 
over the plate, for a finesse pitcher 
that can only be problematic. With 
wells currently on the disabled list, 
this signing is looking like a bust. If 
he can come back strong then I will 
be wrong. 

Matt Clement is not a bad pitch- 
er and he is likely to stay healthy, so 
his contract is not as bad as signing 
David Wells. The issue with 
Clement’s contract is that the Sox 
over bid for him like he was fools 


gold. Clement has always been a 500 
pitcher, with good stuff but occasion- 
al control problems. One night 


Clement will throw a gem like in 


Baltimore, and then comeback 
against the same team the next week 
and give up a ton of runs. When 
Clement is on the mound nobody 
knows. 

Curt Schilling is a great pitcher. 
He is one of the best big game pitch- 


ers in baseball. The Red Sox rushed © 


him back and his conditioning is not 
where it needs to be. I believe that is 
why he went on the disabled list and 
not for his origional injury of the 
ankle. Down the stretch, in 
September, Schilling should be back 
to his old form. The question 
remains, will it matter, will the Red 
Sox be out of the play-off race due to 
the current pitching concerns. 

The Red Sox should turn things 
around. They have adapted well to 
adversity in the past. Time will tell if 
the pitching staff will straighten itself 
out or if we will be shopping around 
for help by mid-season. 


A U.S. News & World Report “Best College” 


‘ dix@simmons.edu 


on, MA 02115 


Trivia answers 


1.) Mel Allen. 


2.) Fenway Park opened in 1912, 
Wrigley Field in 1914 (though the 
Cubs didn't begin play there until 
1916). 


3.) Former Baltimore Orioles manag- 
er Earl Weaver. 


4.) Pittsburgh's Forbes Field. 


5.) Jim Rice and Fred Lynn won. 
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Two hours of games 
and fun packed into a 


single gymnasium 


By DusTIN LUCA 
News Editor 


Over 2,000 parents and children 
filled the Health and Fitness Center 
over the course of Saturday, May 7 to 
attend the Moscow State Circus. 

“We had a circus come here eight 
years ago and it was a huge success,” 
said Nita Lamborghini, 
whatchamacallit at Northern Essex. 
“It was a little different though, 
because they had animals. But it was 
still really great.” 

The show, which ran at 1 p.m., 4 
p-m. and 7 p.m., featured inflatable 
rides, multiple acts ranging from 
clowns to gymnasts and a special 
guest appearance from Sponge Bob 
Square Pants, all tightly squeezed 
into a two-hour performance. 

Admission fees were $22 for 
adults, $7.50 for children and free for 
children possessing a coupon obtain- 
able through local newspapers and 
distributed at public places across 
Haverhill. 

“We were at full capacity for the 
first show,” said Lamborghini after 
the first show,” and we expect to be 
full in the next two as well.” The 
gymnasium located in the Health and 
Fitness Center, approved for a capac- 
ity of 750, was nearly full at all three 
shows. 


11, 2005 


The circus, in each of its three 
performances, was divided into sepa- 
rate parts consisting of circus acts, 
various forms of fun and entertain- 
ment and more. Acts included the 
comical routines of “Coco the 
Clown” and other performances by 
13-year-old gymnast “Princess 
Elyane,’ Simon Arestov and the 
Calusharii Troupe. 

While acts were not going on, 
inflated rides and other amusements 
littered the gymnasium while chil- 
dren lined up for a photo opportunity 
with none other than Sponge Bob 
Square Pants. 

According to Lamborghini, the 
concept of hosting the circus on cam- 
pus was a time-consuming process, 
but in the end was more than worth 
it. 

“{[Moscow State was] doing 
shows all up and down the east 
coast,” said Lamborghini. “We 
thought that it would be a great idea 
to have them here.” 

Lamborghini also added that this 
is one of many ways staff and admin- 
istration like to give back to the local 
community for the support it pro- 
vides. 

“It's wonderful to do this for our 
children,” said 
Lamborghini. “We wanted to do 
something family oriented and this 
was an opportunity to do that some- 
thing.” 


students with 


All photos by 
Dustin Luca 


Another act from the Calusharii Troupe involved a 
pyramid where the middle man balanced on a pole. 


13 year old gymnist “Prince 


ey 


Elyane” pops a balloon 


with a bow and arrow using only her feet. 


The Calusharii Troupe performs a routine where a single member of the troupe is 
launched into the air, and then lands on top of a “human pyramid”. 


15 year old Simon Arestov dances with two vibrantly-colored flags. In the perfor- 
mance, Arestov also danced with man-sized cubes and other objects. 


Attendance at all three events, occuring at 1 p.m., 4 p.m. and 7 p.m., were wit- 
nessed by a combined estimate of over 2,000 friends and family within Haverhill. 


